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BIBLE EXAMINER. 








EDITOR'S NO TICES. 





PREMIUMS FOR New SUBSCRIBERS. 

1. For one new subscriber, with $2, I will give 
an unbound volume, of either 16, 17, 18, or 19, 
as they may choose, . | 

2. For three new subscribers, with $6, he shall 
receive, unbound, all four of the volumes 16, 17, 


18, and 19; or, if he prefers it, he shall have" 


either volume 18 or 19 bound. | 

3. Forjfive new subscribers, with $10, he shall 
receive loth volumes 18 and 19, bound. 

4. For eight new subscribers, with $15, he 


= = = aT oer 


po To CLuBs FoR VoL. XXI. 


Four copies will be sent to one address for $5. 

TEN will be sent to one address for $10. 
Those who take ten copies, may have them sent 
in two parcels of 5 copies egth to two different 
| persons; but I cannot conseft to let clubs be di- 
vided into less than five Copies to one address. 
If clubs are obtained, and it is wished to send a 
part of the copies to single individuals, 25 cents, 
each, must be added to cover my additional ex- 
pense in the work of mailing. . 

Please do not forget this. 

To accommodate those who cannot obtain a 








shall receive all three of volumes 18, 19, and 20, 
bound. ee 


\ . 

In all the offers,’ the persons who claim the 
premiums must pay the mail or Express charges 
on the dound works sent them. 





VOLUMES 18 or 19 of this Magazine will be fur-| continue the EXAMINER to me. 
- nished in plain morocco and gilt binding (to any highly appreciate and woul 


club of 5, I will send two copies to one address 
for $3. 


——~ @ <Q @ 


CORRESPONDENCE. 








T. J. Barpwen, Kentucky, writes: Please 
It is a work I 
d not do without it 


who may desire it), at short notice. Price, $8.25 | for the price of it. | 


free of postae; or, $3 when called for or sent 
by Express. 





BrntE EXxsaMInNER Bownp. 





L. Von EscuEn, Wisconsin, writes: I like the 
BrsLE ExaMINER, and must have it while I can. 
I endorse the most of its teachings, and feel 


VoLUME 20 of this Magazine will be bound) thankful to God that he has permitted me to 


immediately. Those who wish to avail them-| learn of the blessed doctrine of the ‘ages to 
selves of it should inform me immediately,;as I} come.” 


have not as many to bind as of previous volumes. 
The price will be $2 including postage. 





Mrs. I. G. Marrsy, Conn., writes: I prize 


Ihave still a supply of volumes 18 and 19;! your valuable Magazine above all other periodi- 


bound, which I will furnish at the same rate per | cals. 


volume. ‘GEO STORRS. 





PosraGE.—The new law on printed matter is 
as follows: ‘‘On transient newspapers, maga- 
_ zines, and all kinds of printed matter, except 
circulars, ONE cent for each two ounces or fraction 
thereof.” A new privilege is also granted: the | 
* sender may write his or her name and address on 
the inside*or on the outside wrapper, preceded 
by the word ‘ From.” 





Ix7" By some misfortune, the 16 pages form- 
ing the middle portion of the Brste Examiner 
for August were printed.so as to make it impos- 
sible to use them in the regular issue. I have 
had them put up separate at an expense to my- 
self and printer of near $15. They are full of 
excellent matter. Any person who would like 

-to scatter them, can have them by sending suf- 
ficient to prepay the postage, which will be about 
,three cents for five copies. If any one feels able 


; 


‘and is disposed to send something to help us in 
the loss, it willbe thankfully received; but no 
claim will be made for them. Ep. 








There is much in it that brings God very 
near, and makes one feel that He can be ap- 
proached as an earthly Father. It seems like a 
firm foundation—a rest of faith—a pillar that will 
hold us up if we lean on it ever so hard; it makes 
the character of God lovable. 





G. B. Marrin, Iowa, writes: I fully believe 
the doctrine the ExAMINER teaches; especially 
on the future hope for our race, and the king- 
dom of Jesus and his glorified Bride. 0 glori- 
ous day! O blessed hope! My heart leaps for- 
ward at the thought. How I loug for the fime 
to meet the Saviour. It is 50 years since I em- 
braced the hope of the gospel. I was then in my 
19th year, and I have felt every inch of the 
ground that I have ever taken. My object has 
been to know and understand the truth and to 


| obey the Lord from the love of the truth and 


oljedience to it. I have had much persecution 


from those who did not love the truth. My 
motto has been to obey the Lord; do right and 
not wrong. I think the time has come for the 
saints to lift up their heads; for their redemp- 
tion draweth nigh. 
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‘tian; and sixty-one years have now passed since | both utterly irreconcilable with the Bible teach- 


constantly prayed that God his Saviour would | progressing in his investigations. The ‘Srx 














































BIBLE. EXAMINER. 


«en Ove Mediator ae God said men, - the man Christ Tank who gave himself a ransom for for all, to to Se 
eae in due time.’’—1 Tun. 1. 4, 6.. 


Vou. XXI. | NEW YORK, OCTOBER, 1876. No. 1. 
= i 
ae eehee abs, Stet Meee es the then prevalent doetrine; still feeling that 
Tux Eprror or rats Maeazine, theology of that stamp was difficult to harmo- 
As the twenty-first volume of the BrsLE Ex- | nize with the great central truth —‘‘Gop 1s Love.” 
AMINER is now being entered on, and as many Jt never occurred to him, however, that there 
may be readers who have had no knowledge of | could be any doubt of the correctness of it. He 
the past way in which the Eprror has been led, | was sincere in his belief, but had learned it more 
it is thought best to give a brief statement of his| trom “standard authors” than from the Bible 
past and present positionsin theology. To most | itself. He was led, “by the providence of God, 
of the readers of the Examiner there will be | into such intercourse with all classes of professed 
nothing new in the statement, though it is pre- | Christians as tended to remove sectarian exclu- 
sumed they will not be displeased to see the; siveness from his mind. 
facts re-stated at the commencement of this new 











In this state of mind, thirty-eight vein ago 
volume, and at the time when the Eprror is | jact May, for the first time in his life. he was led 
within two months of ‘‘four score” years. | to entertain the idea that, possibly, ‘‘man’s soul” 

Grorcr Srorrs was born in Lebanon, N. H., | was not inherently immortal, and that the anni- 
December 13, 1796. hilation of the wicked might be true. _Thatsub- - 

The way in which the Lorp has led his ser- | ject became one of close and constant study, by 
vant hitherto, has been to him mysterious; but | | the Bible alone, for something over three years, 
it has been one, also, of very great mercy. His | and resulted in the fulland firm persuasion that 
earliest desire from a child, was to be a Chris-|inherent immortality and endless misery were 


he first experienced joy and peacein believing in| ing—unharmonious with the great central fact— 
Jesus. He then ‘‘saw men as trees walking,” | ‘‘Gop 1s Love,” and hence to be rejected; and 
and knew but little of man’s nature or of God’s| thirty-six years ago, or in 1840, GEORGE StTorRs 
designs in relation to him, He ‘‘thought as a} repudiated and renounced such doctrines, as of 
child;”. he ‘‘spake as a child;” and he wonders| human invention and unworthy of belief. So 
now, surrounded as he was by the popular theol | much was then settled in his mind; and on those 
ogy of those days, at the marvellous loving kind- | points he has never had a moment’s doubt from 
ness of God, who caused the light to shine on | that day to the present hour. Thus terminated 
his heart to delicer him from the iron views of} about one-half of his Christian life. Two years 
that period when the blessed God was represent-/ later, or in the spring of 1842, he preached and 
ed as ‘‘foreordaining whatsoever cometh to pass,” | published “‘Srx Sermons” on the immortality 
and as having determined ‘‘the eternal torment | questidn, which was his first public effort in that 
of immortal souls before he ever gave them be- | direction, though he had, one year previously, 
ing.” Gradually, the first part of these ideas; published ‘‘THREE Lerrers’’ on the subject, 
was dispelled from His servant’s mind; and as he! written to a prominent Methodist minister, while 


1 


unfold the glories of His truth to his mind, he | Sikmons” have since been revised, and would be 
found moreand more that the perfections of God, | now much further revised if he felt called to is- 
as revealed in His word, must shine on that word | sue another edition with his present views. 


to enable us to obtain atrue knowledge of man} }{e now just began to understand that the Bible. 
and the destiny his Creator designed for him. was **The Book” from which he was to learn the 
Relieved perfectly from the fatalism of those | perfections of God, man’s nature and destiny, and 
times, and beholding the truth that ‘‘Gop Is the way to life eternal; also, that the literal and 
Love,” he commenced preaching, about fifty-two plain record was to govern, or rule, and the figu- 
years since, at the age of twenty-seven. For fif- rative and symbolical were to be made to har 
teen years, nearly, he held and promulgated the | nize with such testimeny. Thus studying 
views of immortal souls and endless torments, | Bible, he soon learned ‘‘the dead know not any- 
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on a resurrection from the dead; still supposing, 
however, ‘that the wicked dead would live nati 
but die a second time. : 

From this. view he was led to nacre to the 


position that a future life was a matter of prom- | 


ise, a free gift, and bestowed only on such as were 
connected with the LirE-civER, by being made 
‘“partakers of the divime nature” (2 Pet. i. 4) by 
faith, or a belief in Jesus, the spiritual Adam. 
This position he felt compelled to take from 
two considerations; jist, his foundation princi- 
ples seemed inevitably to lead.to that conclusion, 
as man had no life principle in himself by which 
to be revived when Once dead; second, as ‘‘the 
wages of sin is death” (Rom. vi. 28), it appeared 
wholly inconsistent, in the government of God, 
to suppose that He would, by an act of power, 
bring men into life from the dead, not as an act 
‘of mercy, but simply to deprive them of life a 
- second time; which seemed to partake of the 
spirit of revenge rather than as an act of justice ; 
certainly no mercy or love could be conceived of 
insuch an administration. To this conclusion 
he was led by the idea, so nearly universal, that 
an no case would there be any hope of a change 
in: any man’s moral condition in a future life; and 
that, if one not in a spiritual union with Christ, 
was made alive from the dead he must unavoid- 
ably die again. 
“On this ground Mr. Srorrs stood for about 
fifteen years, or till the winter of 1870-1. Dur- 
ing that winter he was confined to his bed several 
months, and his life despaired of. For three 
months be could neither read nor hear reading, 
and part of the time was unable to see company. 
-His thoughts were now almost wholly turned in- 
ward and upward. The ways and word of God 
occupied his mind, freed from all foreign influ- 


Gad, especially those to Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacor. The result of his meditations had led 
him to a firm persuasion that those promises were 
“ ‘ to have a fulfilment in a fulness aud a literalness 





that had never before entered his thoughts, and | 


a flood of light broke upon his mind, on the great 
_scheme of human redemption, which filled him 


with “joy unspeakable and full of glory.” (1 Pet. | 


i.8.) Christ now appeared as the Great Re- 
sroreR; and His saints, made immortal by a 
restrrection from the dead, ‘‘as workers together 
with Him” in the great and glorious ‘‘Restitu- 
__tion of all things” lost by the first Adam; of 
“which restitution ‘‘all the holy prophets” had 
‘spoken since the world began,” commencing 
with the Edenic promise of EVES the serpent’s 
head by the ‘‘seed of the woman.’ 





thing,” cat iat a : ature life was oe up: - 
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ences; and he dwelt much on the premises of | 
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| the Rusrorer first spoken of and the founda- 
tion laid for the hope of the race: evil shall end. 


|The work of the Resrorer will never cease till 


ithe a the; mass of it) will b 


delivered from 
sin and alKits consequences; 9% work worthy of 
its Author; and which, thotgh it may occupy 
‘Cages to come,”’ will ascertainly be accomplished 
as that God ‘‘cannot” make oath to a “‘lie.” 

The great error of all religious sects and parties 
lies in the assumption that every son and daugh- 
ter of Adam’s race will have had a final proba- 
tion in the present and past ages, and that there 
is probation for none of them in ‘‘the ages to 
come ;’? whereas, a personal trial is secured to 
every one of them; and that trial does not com- 
mence till God’s remedy fer sin and death is pro- 
claimed to them, and they are placed in circum- 
stances to avail themselves of it; then, if they 
wilfully, reject it, they die for their own sin and 
live no more. That thereis no probation to any 
of the race in another age or life, is an unfound- 
ed assumption, having not a single testimony in 
the word of God for its support. It is One of 
those ‘‘traditions of men” which ‘‘make void the 
word of God,” and the authors, however unin- 
tentionally, are corruptors of the testimony of 
God, which he has confirmed by an oath. 

The marked epochs of Mr. Storrs’ life have 
been as follows: (1.) His conversion, at the age 
of eighteen. (2.) His deliverance from the 
Christian fatalism of that period, and the com- 
mencement of his public ministry, at the age of 
twenty-seven. (3.) Hisemerging from the pop- 
ular doctrine of inherent immortality and endless 
torments of the wicked, at the age of forty-four. 
(4.) At the age of about sixty he was led to em- 
brace the idea, that apart from a spiritual union 
with Christ none would be revived from the 


dead; overlooking the fact that such could only 


be the case of those who had wilfully rejected 
Christ after having received the knowledge of 
him. Another fact was also overlooked, viz., 
There is a Auman as well as a divine union with 
Christ. . As the Son of man, He is ‘‘the head of 
every man” (1 Cor. xi. 3), and that union is never 
dissolved except by a wilful rejection of Christ 
as the LirE-GivER. (5.) His advance into the 
full and unwavering belief of a perfect and liter- 
al fulfilment of the Edenic and Abrahamic prom- 
ises of the end of evil, and a perfect probationary 
state to every man, woman, and child of the race, 
in some of the ages past or to come, in this life 
or a future one. This last advance occurred at 


ithe age of seventy-four. 


These epochs live in his mind with unfeigned 
gratitude to God and his Christ for the light, 


In Eden was | liberty, and glory so richly bestowed on one who 


























has nothing to boast, only, ‘‘th 
of God, I am what I am;” and all these manifes- | 
tations have come to the recipient through the 
boundless love and mercy of a covenant God: to 
His name, and the name of our LIFE-GIVER, be 
all the glory of all that is good and true in him 
who has been the happy partaker of this grace. 
In advocating the view last named, GEORGE 
Srorrs designs to spend the remainder of his 
days of pilgrimage. How soon those days may 
now end, he kvoweth not; and whether it will 
be by ‘‘falling asleep in Jesus,” or by a transla- 
tion, at our Lord’s return ‘‘from heaven,” he 
cannot tell; but he certainly feels, more than 
ever, an earnest desire that the remainder ‘of his 
present life may be so spent that he shall have 
the assurance, in himself, that he ‘‘seeketh not 
his own, but the things that are Jesus Christ’s.” 
Time is too short to seek any object less than the | 
glory of our Lirge-GIvER, whose coming from 
heaven to glorify his redeemed people cannot be 
far off. Of that fact, no doubt has rested on his 
mind for the last twenty-eight years; yet no fixing 
of definite time, hour, day, or year, for that 
event, has had his approval since 1844; nor can 
it have, unless events hereafter shall indicate 
clearly, more than anything yet advanced has 
done, the truth of such time-fixing. He is wil- 
ling, however, that others should express their 
convictions on that subject, provided they do so 
in acharitable manner, not making it a test ques- 
tion. He will try to do and teach whatever he 
is satistied the Lord calls him to, till his work is 
done. To this end he commits himself into the 
hands of God our Saviour, feeling fully assured 
that He is too wise and kind not to do all things 
in the best possible manner for all who put their 
trust in him. EpITor. 
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Tur Mysrery or tHE AGEs. 


‘According to the revelation of the mystery, 
which was kepta secret since the world (aionvis, 
ahe ages) began, but now is made manifest, and 
by the Scriptures of the prophets, according to 
the commandment of the everlasting God, made 
known to all nations for the obedience of faith.” 
—Rom. xvi. 25, 26. 


A mystery is something hinted at, or but im-| 


perfectly known, ‘not clear; obscurely presented, 
yet may possibly be found out by careful study ; 
or it may not be understood except by a further 
revelation from its author. 

The mystery of which our text speaks is thus 
set forthin Eph. i. 9, 10: ‘‘Having made known 


in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which - 
are in earth; even in him.” 


Thus, it is now revealed that God’s purpose 


was, from the beginning of the ages, to make his 


Son the uniting power both in heaven and earth, 
to make one family of angels and men in some ~ 
future age or ‘‘dispensation ;’ and that His pur- 
pose embraced ‘‘all in heavenand earth.” But 
this purpose of ‘‘His good pleasure” was for sev- 
eral ages so imperfectly revealed as to be called a 
‘“mystery.”? True, it was implied in the declara- 
tion in Eden that the seed of the woman should 
crush the serpent’s head; and more fully express- 
ed in the promises to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
that in them and their ‘‘seed all the families of 
theearth should be blessed: yet, it would seem 
that the families of Israel became so removed in 
mind from the spirit of these ‘‘exceeding great 
and precious promises” that they appropriated 


\them wholly to themselves, and supposed the 


Gentiles were no better than ‘‘dogs,” and. would 
have no part in the salvation of God. 

Hence, the great offence to the Jews was that 
Jesus was proclaimed as ‘‘the Saviour of the 
worlds” the Gentiles as well as of their own na- 
tion, who had in their sins and pride monopoliz- 
ed all the promises of God, to the exclusion of all 
other people. It was stilla mystery to them that 
those. whom théy stigmatized as ‘‘Gentile dogs” 
should ever have part in God’s love and plan of 
redemption. But the truth was made known to 
the Apostles, and primitive believers, that God’s 
love was a love extended to ‘‘all men, every- 
where,” and of every class; and they acted on 
this belief wherever they went; and regarded 
the entire human family as ‘‘of one blood,” and 
as the subjects of the redemption by that one 
“blood of Jesus, the Christ,” the Son of God, 
‘‘who gave Himself a ransom for all” men; to 
“bel testified in due time;”’ that is, in G.d’s 
time. 
But at length came the ‘‘Apostacy )” and the 
| professed Church became, like the Jews of old, 
persecutors of all men who did not conform to 
their customs and creeds; so again, all those out- 
side of their organizations were counted as repro- 
bates; another name for ‘doqs;” and the mystery 
of the Jewish times returned and overspread what 
was called ‘‘the church;” and she has wandered 
on in darkness as to God’s love to ‘‘the world,” 
and by fire, temporal and eternal, ‘and wrath, 
manifested towards those dissenting from her 
| faith, have endeavored to make converts to.their 


te 








unto us the mystery of His will, according to His | 


good pleasure which He hath purposed in Him- 


apostate theories and practices. Thusbave they 
| departed from and lost sight of the revela 




















































































































































































































































































































~~ ‘His Spirit upon all flesh :” 
















































































6 BIBLE 





HXAMINER. 





God's 5 purpose to athe eens ‘al dines in 
Christ in ‘‘the dispensation of the fulness of 
times;” a period yet future, and not to be real- 
‘zed till after Christ's return from heaven, and 
after various dispensations, or ‘‘agesto come.” 
They have ‘‘shut up the kingdom of heaven 
against” the vast multitude of ‘men; 
the spirit of that k 





‘neither enter into” 
“themselves, and they that are”’ 
‘hinder 


so doing, they 





| | of being out of harmony with God, 
_tated by love, and designed for their good to 


| to which I here refer, that ‘‘due time” 
| come in this 
’ by their ignorance of or | eee to the | 
truth that the mystery | ‘has had a revelation, in | 


i 


the person of Jesus Christ and his Apostles, that | 


‘God will haveall men to be saved, and come 
unto the knowledge of the truth” that Jesus 
Christ shall ‘‘be made known to all nations for 
the obedience of faith.” | And until this is done to 
each and every son and daughter of the human 
family their final state cannot become unutter- 
ably fixed ‘‘according to the purpose of God's 
good pleasure, which he purposed in Himself,” 
‘hefore the ages began.” 

The ages past and present, are only the 
troduction” to “the ages to come,”—the time in 
which God has been preparing the materials for 
the grand work ‘‘To make all men see what isthe 
fellowship of the mystery, which from the begin- 
ning of the world” (azonon, the ages) ‘‘hath been 
hid in God, who created all things by Jesus 
Christ: or, if any one likes the expression bet- 
ter, ‘‘for Jesus Christ.”” And then we see a rea- 
son why ‘‘God purposed to gather all things to- 
gether in one in Christ, both which are in heaven 
and in earth.” (Eph. i. 9, 10, and ili. 9.) When 
Christ takes the kingdom and the marriage of 
the Lamb ‘has taken place, God will ‘‘pour out 
then the ‘‘Sprrir and 
the BripE will say comE;” and the angel (the 


ae 


Bride of Christ, after the marriage) will be seen | 


to ‘‘fly in the midst of heaven having the ever- 

lasting gospel to preach to every nation 
and kindred, and tongue, and people:”’ (Rev. 
xiv. 6); a work that has never yet been done and 
never will be till the Bride is glorified with 
Christ, her Lord and Head. Ep. 
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A. QUESTION, 








/not kings and priests, 
| His love to them t@ be made known, 
“Ts the resurreetion one of penalty and pun- | 


ishment for sing committed in this present life?” | 


1 
So far asI see, at present, 


urrection as one of penalty, strictly speaking; 


that is, there is no revival from the dead for the 


sake of punishment, orasapunishment. All who 
ever rise fromthe dead arise 
plan of mercy. Punishment may follow it, asa 


necessity, to awaken in them a sense of the evil 


in God’s remedial 














there is no such res- | 
| judgment ; 
| appointed a day, in the which he will judg 
world in righteousness by that man whom he! 


'man’s disobedience the many were made 


lover all: 


butit is dic- 


prepare their minds, by repentance, to accept 
God’s provided Redeemer, who ‘tasted death 
for every man and gave 






1.9, and 1 Tim. 
f. the resurrection 
never did 
‘resent life; but God’s ple 
designs of mercy are not to be defeated by death, 
as it passed upon the race from Adam the first. 
He provided the Second Adam; and, ‘‘In Him 
was life, and the life was the light of men” 
(John i. 4); and, also, ‘*'The bread of God is He 
which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life 
unto the world” (John vi. 33). As broad as was 
the death that followed the one that sinned, so 
broad is the life to be restored; ‘‘for, as by one 
sinners; 


ii, 5, 6). To those embraced } 


wm and 


|so by the obedience of one shall the many” (the 
same all men) be made righteous” (Rom. v. 19). 


By the sin of Adam, all men were treated as sin- 
ners, though not actual sinners, but death reigned 
so by the obedience of the Second Ad- 
am, all men are to be treated as righteous, though 
not actually righteous, but the death by the first 
Adam is ‘‘abolished” by the Second Adam; for 
‘‘According to God’s own purpose and grace, 
which was given us in Christ Jesus before the 
world began; but is now made manifest by the 
appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath 
abolished (annwlled, death, and hath 
brought life and immortality to light through the 
Gospel” (2 Tim. i. 9, 10). 

To me it is evident, death 
and can not hold one of the human race. 
come not up from that death, it 
have had God’s remedy for sin made known to 
them and have wilfully refused to use that heal- 
ing power: they were not held because they were 
mortal, but because they refused the Son of God, 
in whom life and immortality was treasure 
for them. 

T repeat it, therefore, there is no revival from 
the dead but one of grace or 
1b 


abrogated) 


by Adam does not 
If they 


is because they 


ad up 


To those 
is that God shall cause 


favor. 


and the 
“ransom” Christ made should be ‘‘testified” to 
them: and with them, it is God’s ‘‘due time” 
that this testimony should be made, and decides 
final hence, called ‘‘the 
‘Ee 


their destiny; and is, 


the day of judgment.” bath 
8; 
the 


uth 





ordained; whereof he hath given assurance ae 
,allmen, in ae he hath raised him from the 
i dead” (Acts xvii. 31). All men—all ‘‘the world” 



































e himself ajransom for all, 
_to be testified in due time” (Heb. 
” and they | 
ingdom- 
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‘that God “loved”—“all” men for whom Christ reached.” 
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- God himself shall answer such: ‘‘Be- 
‘‘oave himself a ransom,” are to be judged by hold I am the Lord, the God of ALL FLESH: is 
having these facts laid before them, and to know there anything too hard for Me?” (Jer. xxxil, 
that God is both just and merciful; ‘‘not willing | 27). Yea, God saith, ‘‘Behold, I will bring it 


that any should perish, but that all should come health and cure, and I will cure them, and will 


to repentance” (2 Pet. ili. 9): hence, has made reveal unto them the abundance of peace and 
sure by promise and oath that all men, every-| truth: and I will cause the captivity of Judah and 


where, should hear of His love, and have an op- | the captivity of Israel to return, and will build 
POPMEILY oko be benefitted by it, and thus be _them as at the first: and I will cleanse them from 
blessed with the means of life and bliss eternal, 44) shoiz’ iniquity, whereby they have sinned 


and which shall result in such a state, unless for-| 
feited by ‘‘despising the riches of His goodness, | 
forbearance and long suffering” (Rom i. 4). 


Ep. 
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Promisks to BE FULFILLED. 


“Unto you, first, God having raised up his Son 
Jesus sent him to bless you, in turning away every 
one of you from his iniquities” (Acts ili. 26). 

These words of the apostle Peter were prefaced | 
thus: ‘Ye are the children of the prophets, and | 
of the covenant which God made with our fathb- | 
ers, saying unto Abraham, And in thy seed shall | 
all the kindreds of the earth be blessed” (verse 
25). The doctrine here developed is, First: 
God’s purpose and promise was to bless all the 
race of Adam. Second: In order to this, He de- 
termined to do it through Abraham and his seed. 
Third: That seed must ‘first’ be prepared. 
Fourth: To be prepared every one of them must 
be blessed by being ‘‘turned away from their in- 
iquities.” Fifth; Till this seed is thus prepared 
the work of ‘‘blessing all the’ kindreds of the 
earth will not begin in ifs perfection. Sivth: 
the present dispensation is, therefore, only PRE- 
PARATORY to the work of carrying out God’s 
promise and oath to Abraham. Seventh: This 
fact accounts for the darkness that hes prevailed 
hitherto over the mass of the human race. 
Eighth: Hence, it iscertain that the coming ages | 
will be probationary to those who in the previous 
ages have been left in a benighted state. Minth: 
Also, that the blindness will be removed ‘‘first” 
from all Israel; and, ‘‘All Israel shall be saved ; 
as itis written, There shall come out of Sion the | 
DELIVERER, and shall turn away ungodliness | 
from Jacob” (Rom. xi. 26); ‘tturning away EVERY 
onE of you from his iniquities.” 

Has this work been done in the past? No. 
Will itever be done? Yes, just as sure as the 
voice of inspiration has uttered the language 
above written. Objectors may fill the air with | 
the cry of ‘“‘impossible,” and say, ‘‘the vast ma- | 
jority have died in their sins, and cannot be} 








against Me; and I will pardon all their iniqui- 
ties, whereby they have sinned, and whereby 


they have transgressed against Me; and it shall 


be to ME a name of joy, a praise and an honor 
before ALL NATIONS of the earth, which shall 
hear all the good that Ido unto them: and they 


| shall fear and tremble for all the goodness and 
‘for all the prosperity that I procure unto it. 


. . Behold the days come, saith the Lord, that 
I will perform that good thing which I have 
promised unto the house of Israel and to the 
house of Judah. In those days and at that time, 
will I cause the Brancu of righteousness to grow 
up unto David; and He shall execute j@gment 
and righteousness in the land. In those*days 
shall Judah be saved, and Jerusalem shall dwell 
safely; and this is the name wherewith he shall 
be called, The Lorp our Righteousness” (Jer. . 
xxxili. 6-9, 14-16). 

Such testimony cannot be set aside in any im- 
partial mind, unwarped by creeds and unbiased 
by prejudice. -It plainly speaks of God’s prom- 
ises in such language as cannot be made to apply 
to any other period than ‘‘the kingdom of God,” 
or the reign of Messiah on the ‘‘throne of his fa- 
ther David’. (Lukei. 32). 

The work then of blessing all the kindreds of 
the earth cannot be commenced in its fulness till 


| the present dispensation ends, and Jesus returns 


from hgaven, Abraham and all that are Christ’s 
at his coming are made immortal, crowned kings 


|and priests, and Judah and Israel are turned 


away from their iniquities. Then, and not till 


‘then, the work of blessing all the families of the 


earth, all nations, and all the kindreds of the 


| earth, will begin in its perfection, and ‘‘the veil 
that is spread over all nations” (Isa. xxv. 7) will 
| be destroyed or taken away. At that point Dig 
\time the kingdom of God is set up, and super- 


sedes all the previous kingdoms of the earth ; for, 


| ‘The kingdom and dominion, and the greatness 


f the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall 
be given to the people of the saints of the Most 
High, whose kingdom ivan everlasting kingd: 
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| and all dominions shall serve and obey Him” 
(Dan. vii. 27). 


What ‘‘blindness in part hath sages to 


' most professed Christians to suppose that the. 
- point where the materials are prepared for the 
- work of subjecting ‘‘all things” to Christ, and 
that God ‘might gather together in one all 
~ things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and 
which are in earth, even in Him” (Eph. i. 10); 


that just at this point. the work should cease! 


Everything is prepared ‘to fulfil, in all its glory, 


the promise: and oath to Abraham, the whole 
work is tocease! Truly, such a conclusion looks 
as if the CREATOR was like the man who was 
‘intending to build a tower,” but not having 
‘“counted the cost,” was ‘not able to finish it” 
(Luke xiv. 29). Rest assured, the GovERNOR 
of this world will meet with no such dis- 
aster. He knew the end from.the beginning. 
He will perfect His work, and do all His pleas- 
ure.: Ep. 


a a 





Toe Micutry DirrERENCE. 


The difference between a gospel which only 
relates to one’s personal salvation, whether it is 
a salvation from endless torments, or from the 
second death, or a salvation from the grave, 
(meaning a resurrection), and the salvation which 


> relates to the work of blessing our race, under 


the government of Christ, the Second Adam, ip 
“the ages to come,” is a difference which no 


tongue nor pen can describe. The first is made 


up of selfisbness and fancy, mingled, it may be, 
with a degree of love to God; the other is Christ- 
like, which, while it looks to ‘‘the joy set be- 
fore” us, is actuated by love to the race for whom 
Christ died, and willingly endures present crosses 
and trials that thereby they may be fitted to reign 
with Christ in blessing ‘‘all the families of the 
earth” when the kingdom is established on the 


earth and under the whole heaven. This latter | 
| to you, and tell you, that Jesus has seen thy of-— 


view expands the heart, exalts God, fills its pos- 
sessor with love to God and to those whom God so 
loved (viz., ‘‘the world’’) as to give his Son, that 
by faith in him they might have eternal life. It 
rises far above the narrow selfishness which 
cares but little for the rest of the race, for whom 
‘Christ died, if they can only ‘be made happy 
themselves. Like the Jews, of old, such cannot 


bear the idea that the ignorant people and na- 


tions, who never have had their advantages, 
should have the means of knowing and being 
bénefitted by the Gospel they have possessed, 
because, possibly, those people who have died 
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without the knowledge God _ has, of his grace, 
favored themselves with. It is time this narrow 
spirit was banished from Christendom: a spirit 
which dishonors God reproaches His government, 
and ties up the hand of the immutable JEHovan, 
who has sworn, by himself, that he has no pleas- 
ure in the death of the sinner, sav has given 
his Son ‘‘a ransom for all, to bé testified in due 
time.” To multitudes, it will be declared in 
“the ages tocome,” and will be done by those 
who have so improved the present and past ages 
as to be prepared to be ‘‘kings and priests” in 
the future. . Ep. 


: a a 


Poverty’s Moan, AND BLESSING. 
3 


A lover of Jesus, to whom Ihave sent the Ex- 


AMINER gratis the year past, sent me a letter 
which deeply affected my heart, and made me 
feel that the poor, who want the EXAMINER must 
and shall have it; whatever it costs the Publish- 
er. She writes thus: ‘‘Bro. Srorrs: With a 
sad heart I write you. For along time I have 
felt it duty to write to you in regard to the non- 
payment for the Examiner. No doubt your 
ears are daily saluted with the cries of the poor: 
but let me tell you, my brother, your sister, who 
is now writing, is very poor; scarcely has the 
comforts of life; my husband’s health is very 
poor, expecting every Spring and Autumn to see 
him go down with consumption. Nothing but 


| poverty would have kept me from paying you 





for your most valuable Magazine; but I cannot 
ask you to send it to me any longer without pay. 
You have been very good in sending it so long 
free; but you will get your reward in ‘the ages 
to come,’ which we shall enter soon, as the signs 
of the times indicate. I hope you will accept 
the small remittance which I send you” (90 cts.) 
‘remembering the ‘widow’s mite.’ Your sister, 
whose prayer is, ‘Thy Kingdom Come.’” 


Nots sy THE Eprror.—No, my sister, I can- 
not ‘‘accept” it, nor retain it; it must go bach: to 


fering and ‘‘accepted” it; and I will take Him 
for your surety in the matter, and a hundred 
more in like circumstances, and not fear but 
what I should be an “‘hundred-fold” the better 


| off for so doing. May the Lorp be thy support 


and COMFORTER. 
OG 


If any one speaks ill of thee, consider whether 
he has truth on his side; and if so, reform thy- 
self, that his censures may not affect tl 


Selected. 
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“ FoLLOWING AFTER TRuTH:” 
‘* Being Extracts from the Published Writing “of 
Henry Dunn, (of England), from 1856 to 1875. 
With Additional Papers and Editorial Notes.” 


(Norick sy THE Eprror or THE BIBLE Ex: | 


AMINER.—I have called attention to this work in 
some late numbers of this Magazine. and given: 
short extracts; but in giving the whole work to 


my readers I have thought it important that the | 
entire ‘‘INTRODUCTION”’ should precede the main 


body of the work; especially is this important 
that it may be seen from which of Mr. Dunn’s 
works the various articles are taken, as that will 
give a better insight to the subject of which he 
treats. Itis hardly possible to give a more inter- 
esting summary of the subjects to which this 
Magazine is devoted than will be found in these 
writings. | 


INTRODUCTION. 


Whether the thoughts embodied in the follow- 


ing pages are worth preserving in this or any | 





other form may perhaps be questioned; but as 
several of the books which contain them are now 
out of print, and as some of these productions 
have found no inconsiderable number of apprecia- 
tive readers, both in England and America, it 


can scarcely be deemed altogether impertinent 


to endeavor by selection and arrangement, to give 


to the whole a unity which, although actual, has | 


not always been visible in detached portions. 

The works referred to came out in the follow- 
ing order :— 
1.—‘‘THE CoMFORTER, OR Joy IN THE HoLy 

Guost”’ (1856, 2nd Edition, 1857). 

The main object of this little book was to cor- 
rect certain errors which, in the opinion of the 
author, had gathered round the doctrine of the 
indwelling Spirit. The point specially urged in 
it is that the action of the Spirit of God upon the 
soul of man is not on the intellect, but on the 
heart; or, at least, on the intellect only through the 
heart; that His work is not, as St. Basil puts it, 
‘‘to give intelleetual light by affording illumina- 
tion to every rational faculty in the investigation 
of truth,” but to eleansc the human spirit by re- 
moving pride, prejudice, and uncandid habits, 
and thus to purge the eye of the mind. 


Il.—‘*Tue Sprrrrv or Truru, A SUPPLEMENT 

to THe CoMForTER,” (1857.) 

This was intended to expound what is called 
in Scripture ‘‘the unction of the Holy One;” to 
show the connection which subsists between ob- 
jective truth and inner life; and to set forth the 
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reality of the istinction peeween the Church ane 
c 


the world: &® 


Ill.—‘'Tur Srupy or TRE BrBiE,” a series of 
Chapters intended to promote Truth and 
Unity (1862, 3rd edition, 1870). . 
This volume points out various hindrances to 

the profitable perusal of the Holy Scriptures; 


| specially such as arise from wrong views regard- | 


ing the illuminating Spirit, and from forgetful- 
ness of the fact that the most important truths 
revealed in the Bible are by no means the most 
obvious. 

_ It asserts that Scripture, like nature, only whis- _ 
pers its secrets to the trained ear and lowly heart; 
that the book in which the word of God is em- 
bodied must, in order to be understood, be stud- 
ied asa whole; that ifthe New Testament throws 
its radiance backward upon the Jewish economy, 
the Old Testament no less projects a light upon 
the Christian dispensation that can be found only 
in the law and the prophets; that so far from the 
visible Church being the appointed expounder of 
Divine truth, it is altogether unrecognized in 
Scripture as an organization; that what we call 
Christendom, and sometimes rejoice in as the 
kingdom of God upon earth, forms no part of the 
Divine purpose, so far as that purpose was re- 
vealed to the seers of old. 


IV.—‘ THe Destiny oF THE HuMAN RACE,” 
Scriptural Inquiry. (1863, 2 vols. cr. 8vo., later _ 
edition. in one volume.) 

This book, in six parts, deals with its great 
subject as one which must be referred entirely to 
Scripture: It embraces the consideration of a 
variety of questions which are, in turn, examined 
by the light of Divine revelation; and it leads to 
the conclusion that brighter prospects are pre- 
sented to us in the Bible as to the ultimate con- 
dition of the masses of mankind than are usually 
recognized by orthodox divines. | 


V.—‘'Tue Sone or Sones, AN ALLEGORY AND 
Its INTERPRETATION.” (1564.) 


The gong is here supposed to consist of four 
eclogues, viz., I. The new-born soul going after’ 
Wisdom. II. The wooing of the soul by Wis- 
dom. III. The espousals of Wisdom and /the 
soul. IV. The blessedness of the union. 


VL—‘'THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF Gop,” as taught 
by the apostle Paul in the Epistle to the Ro- 
mans. (1865.) 

The appendices to this volume, which consist . 
of brief essays on ‘‘ Human Ignorance of Divine 
Things,” on ‘' Future Retribution ;” on the doc- 
trine of ‘‘Blection;” and on a ‘‘Promised Res- 
toration,” bring out fully the author’s views on 
eternal punishment and on Divine sovereignty; 
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—the immediate, salvation of the fet eae re- 
garded as intended to secure the witimate resto- 
ration of the many. 
VII.—'* ORGANIZED 

Man or of God?” 

1875.) 

‘This little work treats generally of the Primi- 
tive Church and of modern ministry. _ 

VIII: —‘'Lrser Lisrorvm: its Structure, Limi- 
tations, and Purposes,” afriendly communica- 
tion to a reluctant sceptic. (1867.) 

The inspiration and Divine authority of Scrip- 
ture, its difficulties, and its interpretation here 
pass under review, and are accompanied by ob- 
servations on ‘‘the Verifying Faculty,” on Tra- 
dition, and on Bibliolatry.’ ~ 
IX.—‘*THe Kincpom or Gop THE KINGDOM 

OF THE Resurrectron,”’ or Humanity restored 

by Christ: an answer to the question, ‘‘ What 

is the Gospel?” (1868.) 

The title expresses the character of the vol- 
ume. It is intended to show that the kingdom | 
of Christ is an objective one, and not merely ‘‘a 
spiritual reign ;” that so far as it has yet existed | 
upon the earth, it has been only preparatory and 
subjective; that it involves the complete accom- 
plishment of God’s original design in creation ; 


JHRISTIANITY,—Is it of 
(1865, seventh thousand, 


and that it will include the reconstitution and | 
gradual restoration of humanity in the fear and 


favor of God,—physical, mental, moral, and spir- 
itual perfection. 


X.—‘'WuHat I wave wrirren:” a Letter, ex- 





planatory, and defensive, regarding the Future | ; 
of the Human Race. (1869.) 


“Tye CHURCHES: 
. ment.” (1872.) 


a History and an Argu- 


In this work the idea of Protestantism as purely | 
individual Christianity is carried out in its logi- ! 
cal development. It maintains that the Chris- | 
tian societies we find inthe New Testament, 
though divinely organized, were provisional, and 
lost their raison @etre when inspired men had dis- 
appeared; that since then all associations be- | 
tween Christians exist only jure humano, and are 
most useful when we recognize that they are op- | 
tional, 

Under the title of “ Curisrranrry Irresprc- | 
TIVE OF CHhuRcHES; Thirteen Letters to an Ital- | 
ian Nobleman,” the substance of the above vol- | 
ume has been translated into French, Spanish, 
and Italian, editions of which have been circula- | 
ted in these countries. 





XII.—‘'Facrs, nor Farry Tares.” Brief notes | 
om Mr. Matthew Arnold’s ‘‘ Literature and 


Dogma.” (1873.) 


A supplementary note contains remarks upon | 


i eternal issues 
levery one of us; 


| the 


ihe is taught letters, 
i 2 


ito the writings of Mr. 
icer, Mr. 


Belin 


Greg, Mr. Hexen: Spen- 
Leslie Stephen, and others, 
they bear on our Lord’s discourse. 


so far as 


‘* FOUSEHOLD COMMUNION: its Restora- 
tion the only Effectual Protest against Roman- 
izing Error and Seétarian Exclusiveness: with 
an apology for the Isolated.” (1874.) 


ATV.—‘‘THe LIiMIratTions oF CuristiAn ReE- 
sponstBiLity: Thoughts on Aggressive Christ- 
ianity.” (1875.) 

The object of this book is twofold. It is in- 
tended to set forth the limitations of our respon- 
sibility in relation to the ungodly, and to pro- 
mote the reconsideration by qualified persons of 
much that is embodied in evangelical theology. 





XV.—‘ THe ReveELATION or St. JoHN: simply 
analyzed and briefly expounded.” (1850.) 


This little book embodies the ‘‘ Book of the 


| Unveiling, an exposition with notes.” (1833.) 


XVIL—‘ Tre Inrerprerer:” a monthly peri- 
odical, published during the years 1860, 1861, 
and 1862, and written erclusively by the au- 
thor of the preceding works. 


XVIT.—‘'Sunpay Morning,” published during 
the years 1870, 1871, and 1872, 


The above, with sundry reviews, magazine ar- 


| ticles, and tracts, comprise those writings of the 


author, from which extracts are taken. 


That the present as well as other states of be- 
ing will eventually be found to have been to ev- 
ery man more or less probationary can scarcely be 
doubted. As a man so must he reap. 
But, it by no means necessarily follows, as most 
persons seem to suppose it does, that therefore 
probation is the one supreme object of life; that 
hang on the few and short years of 
that this sad and brief period is 
considered by God of sufficient importance to de- 
cide man’s character and destiny for ever. Still 
less does it follow that this is the case whether 
human being lives but a few hours, or 
whether he painfully drags out in ignorance and 
misery his allotted threescore years 
he is born 


SOWS, 


and ten; 
or introduced at 
birth into a highly civilized community; whether 
or abandoned to ignorance ; 


whether a savage, 


~whether he is trained in virtue, or schooled only 
iin. vice; 


whatever, in short, may be the charac- 


;ter of his youth or riper years, whatever may 


have been his advantages or disadvantages— 


/moral, intellectual, or spiritual. 


Such, however, is, without doubt, the common 
belief among Christians; grounded, as it is sup- 


the Sermon on the Mount, with brief references | posed to be, on the direct teachings of Scripture, 
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and therefore held to be in perfect harmony with 
the character of that God who is there revealed 
to us in Christ, as absolutely wise and good, lov- 
ing and pitiful, His tender mercies being over all 


| ble creature, of what God does ;* that itis intended 
| to leave on our minds the impression that the 
condition of the world is an unsolved mystery, — 
|that human life is to a great extent an enigma; 





Ilis works, and His kindness enduring for ever. 


It may indeed be said that, of late years, this | 


form of thought has been greatly modified; that 
comparatively few now hold that the heathen, 
or indeed any who have not enjoyed the advan- 
tages of Christian teaching, are necessarily lost. 
for ever. And the remark is doubtless a true 
one if taken with the requisite limitations. - 





that faith is opposed to perception; that itis a 
greater thing therefore to believe in the Divine 
wisdom and goodness, than it is to see the abso- 
lute accordance of all His doings with that which 
He has taught us is right. 7 

It assumes that Scripture, instead of being 
given to stimulate and to guide inquiry into the 
ways and character of God, is simply intended 


That persons in the forlorn condition supposed to calm and pacify us by assurances of His wis- 


may be saved is frequently admitted as a possibils 
ity by Evangelical Christians, and sometimes 
cherished as a hope; but it is by such rarely 
lieved in as a revealed fact; the very admission 
of a possiLility in the case is commonly regarded 
as daugerous,—the hope a very questionable one. 

It is considered to be so because all such ex- 
pectations are thought likely to lessen the anxi- 
ety we ought to feel on the behalf of lost ones, 
and teo-deaden the zeal we desire to quicken, in 


dom and love; that, in short, Christ was not 
given to remove the clouds and darkness which, 


be-/ under the old dispensation, hung over the Di- 


vine procedure, but ta reconcile us to continued 
obscurity; that it is therefore better to say, in the 


| power of faith, ‘* Righteousness and judgment 


are the pillars of His throne”—whether we are 


able to perceive it or not, —than it is to be joy- 


ful because God hath ‘‘ made known unto us the 


tnysteries of His will, according to the good 


support of missionary undertakings. Why, it is | pleasure which He hath purposed in Himself,” 


said, should we think it needful to have any de- 
cided opinion on a question the solution of which 
is concealed? Surely it is better to content our- 
selves with the assurance that the Judge of all 
the earth will do right, and under that convic- 
tion endeavor to fulfil the obligations imposed 
upon us to carry the glad tidings of salvation to 
every child of Adam, than to speculate on the 
future lot of any man, or to perplex ourselves 
with mysteries that are insoluble. 

Vhis mode of disposing of the question is cer- 
tainly a very plausible one, and would be wor- 
thy of universal acceptance, did it not generally 
assume everything that a thoughtful man finds 
reason to douht. 

I. It assumes that Scripture distinctly teaches 
~-which is by no means the fact—that, allowing 
possibly for special circumstances of an unfavor- 
able kind, every man’s eternal destiny is decided 
by his conduct and character here; and wherever 
the gospel of Christ is preached, by his belief or 
unbelief of the message. 

II. It assumes that Divine revelation, as em- 
bodied in Scripture, is not sunlight, but twilight; 


that it discourages instead of approving minute | 
investigation into what it hints rather than as- | 


Serts; that it makes no appeal to the reason or 
understanding of a man;* that it does not ask or 
expect his approbation, as a moral and reasona- 





* The following texts should he considered :---Matt. 
xv. 16, xvi. 3; Mark vii. 18; Ephes. i. 18. 





{ 


|may, at the given period, be living upon the 


and thus enabled us to perceive the righteousness 
| we are called upon to approve and adore. 


Ill. It assumes that as this world of ours, in 
its present state, was the scene of the Saviour’s 
humiliation, so, without any second advent of 
the Redeemer, will it, by the universal spread of © 
the Gospel, one day become the theatre of His 
triumph; that His glorification therefore will be 
spiritual, and not personal or visible; that He 
will have ‘‘the heathen for His inheritance, and 


|the uttermost parts of the earth for His posses- 


sion,” whenever that portion of mankind which 


earth shall universally acknowledge His sway. 








IV. It assues, therefore, that, for the accom- 
plishment of this Divine promise, the resurrection 


| of the innumerable dead who have lived and de- 


parted hence since the creation is not necessary ; 
that when any one generation of Jews, for ex- 
ample, shall cordially own Christ asthe Messiah, 
the declaration of Paul will be fulfilled, and “all 
Israel shall be saved ;” that the arrival of such 
a period of universal belief will be ‘‘ the dispen- 
sation of the fulness of time,””—the age in which 
God by Hig Spirit will thus gather together’ in 
one all things in Christ,”’—i. e., all things then 
living on the earth,—the innumerable myriads of 
the lost having nothing to do with the question. 

V. Finally, and'as a consequence of the fore- 
going, it assumes that the Church, with the Bible 
in its hands and the Holy Spirit as its sustainer © 


* Ezek. xviii. 29; Luke xii. Bi 


| 
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and guide, is the appointed agent for the salvation 
of the world; that the advent of the Comforter, 
as the fruit of Christ’s work and His special gift, 
was intended to meet, and will eventually meet, 
all the wants of humanity; that therefore the 
personal and visible reign of Christ is needless, 
and the expectation of it unwarranted; that, al- 
though this theory seems to involve the eternal 
ruin of the vast majority of mankind, it becomes 
us.to bow before the inscrutable, and again to 
, ‘Shall not the Judge ‘of all the earth do 
Tent 
Such are the seaunations which quiet, and in 
the main satisfy, not only those who have good 
reason to believe that their own eternal happi- 
ness is secure, but—strange to say—are perfectly 
satisfactory also to an innumerable multitude 
who seem glad to rest in a vague belief that— 
come what may—God will be found too kind to 


inflict any serious punishment on them or theirs,. 


for the offences they may have committed in a 
world like this. 7 

The leading object: of the writer has been to 
show that these suppositions—however time-honored 
—are unwarrantable ; that they are not fairly de- 
ducible from Holy Writ; that they are, in fact, 
inconsistent with what God has therein revealed. 

The design of the present volume is to concen- 
trate what has thus appeared, and to exhibit its 
bearing on that great cardinal truth which is the 
key to all mysteries, viz., that human life is edu- 
cational: that reaping as we sow is the universal 
and inexorable law of God’s creation; that de- 
velopment in goodness is capable of being hin- 
dered and thrown back by human perversity; 
that God’s law is imperative, —retribution being 





an essential characteristic of the Divine govern- 


ment; that such retribution is, as @ rule, disci- 
plinary, and may, for aught we can tell, stretch 
through untold ages; that the love of God, mani- 
fested in the gift of Christ, does not interfere 
with its operation; that the end of that mani- 
festation is to save the race from utter destruc- 
tion, and to exalt an elect people to the higher 
dignities of the eternal world. 

The present salvation of the few thus becomes a 
means, and not a hindrance (as the doctrine of 
reprobation supposes), to the wltimate salvation 
of the many. —Epr1vor. 





E 
INSPIRATION. 


PRELIMINARY, 


THE Bible, properly speaking, is a record of the 
various Divine revelations God has made of Him. 
self to men, rather than a revelation itself. 








\ 


It simply makes known to us what ‘ holy men. 
of old spake” when they were moved by the 
Holy Ghost, and what Christ and His apostles 
taught when they were upon the earth. And it 
does this because such God-breathed eommuni- 
cations are in the highest sense “mab for 
doctrine, for reproof, for instruetion/and for cor- 
rection in righteousness.” 

Knowing that theories of inspiration are the 
real difficulty with many in admitting the claims 
of the Bible, the writer has felt it needful to be 
definite on this subject. That some may be un- 
willing to allow all that he has advanced is pro- 
bable enough, but this is no reason for withhold- 
ing a careful consideration of what he says. 

It will be observed that the author distinctly 
denies that inspiration, properly speaking, is a 
thing of degree. That which is really inspired of 
God he insists must be infallible. 

Nor does he think that any real difficulty is 
disposed of by maintaining, as many do, that 
the Word Incarnate typically represents the writ- 
ten word, both alike being, in the same sense, 
human and divine. This could only be true if 
everything in Scripture was as perfect and Ged- 
like as Christ was when veiled in humanity, 
which no one pretends is the case. 

To open our Bibles and to read them as if the 
book in its present form had dropped from the 
skies, however apparently reverential, is mere 
superstition, and alike stupid, ignorant, and mis- 
chievous. On the other hand, to submit the 
volume to what is called ‘‘modern historical 
criticism ” without regard to its peculiar character, 
is to commit a folly almost sure to end in blind 
unbelief. 

That interpretations muy occasionally deform, 
and mistranslations sometimes pervert what is 
written, must be allowed, but the character of 
the book is not thereby affected. It must stand 
or fall by the truthfulness or otherwise of the 
claim it makes to be received as the only authori- 
tative record we have of God’s dealings with man 
in the past, and the only guide in reference to 
what may be expected in the future. 

It becomes needful therefore to ascertain, and 
to define, as distinctly as possible, what is meant 
by Inspiration when the word is used in reference 
to Holy Scripture; to notice the Limitations un- 
der which it is placed; to mark the extent of the 
claim made for the Inspiration of the Bible in the 
Book ‘itself ; to inquire whether or no God has 
given to man a verifying faculty, and a princi- 
ple by: means of which he can separate the in- 
spired from the uninspired; to insist upon the 
necessity, under all the circumstances, of a Di- 
vine teacher, since without spiritual insight it is 
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impossible that the spiritual ahauld’ be discerned ; 
and to show that the apparent paradox which 
seems to be involved in such a statement is not 
essentially different from that which meets us in 
other departments of life. Such is the order of 
thought here followed.—EprrTor. 





DEFINITION. 


Inspiration is that process by which God, jor 
an end, not only communicates to certain men 
facts or truths, the knowledge of which could 
not be attained in any other way; but also the 
ability to teach others, without error or defect, 
the truths thus revealed. Inspiration, therefore, 
properly so called, implies both reception and 
utterance, the capacity to receive, and the power 
to communicate Divine truth authoritatively and 
infallibly. That which is not infallibly true can- 
not be a revelation from God. That which is 
not communicated to man without any admixture 
of error cannot, properly speaking, be the word 
of the heavenly Father. . 

By an inspired man, then, I understand one 
who has received, by a direct inbreathing of 
light and truth from God, a message to others ; a 
commission involving an obligation sometimes to 
speak, sometimes to write, sometimes, under 
providential guidance, to record faithfully a fact 
or conversation or discourse; sometimes, under 
like conditions, to narrate a history; sometimes 
to compile and edit existing documents; some- 
times to write letters; and sometimes to pre- 
dict future events. 

In the execution of such tasks, infallibility will 
doubtless belong to all that has been directly re- 
vealed from above; to all prediction founded 
thereupon; and to all that is communicated by 
special command; but not, by any means, of ne- 
cessity to everything that has thus providentially 
been preserved from oblivion. 


— ones 


deniand audience as a messenger ae Gods or. he 
may beseech and entreat, as a fellow- -sufferer, 
that his words may be received with a loving 
heart, since love alone moves him to utter them. 
He may be altogether unconscious that he is 
writing for all time, foreseetng the wants of all 
generations, and supplying the Church with spir- 
itual nourishment for two thousand years; or he 
may have some slight and dim intimation that 
this is the case. 
Let these things, however, be as they may, it 
is indisputable that, if inspired in this high 
sense, the man is gifted with all that is requisite 
to enable him to execute the Divine commission 
faithfully; which .he can of course only do by 
receiving from Him who gave it such light as 
may be needful to enlighten others—such super- 
natural guidance as may be required to preserve 
him from important error. 
The way in which this may be-aecomplished is 
no concern of ours. To what extent such men 
unite with the Divine Revealer; how far they 
themselves accurately understand that which 
they communicate to others; or how far they are 
merely passive instruments in the hands of God, 
it is impossible for us to know, nor is it of any 
moment that we should have an opinion on the 
subject. ‘What we want to ascertain is, not how 
apostles or prophets received that which they 
have recorded, but whether that which they say 
is their own or God’s; whether it is merely a hu- 
man judgment, ora Divine and therefore author- 
itative message. For if the teachings be only 
the words of men so purified and morally eleva- 
ted that their instructions are weightier, more 
God-like, more profitable than those of other 
men if they who speak or write have not received 
that which they tell us is from God, as @ message 
to be delivered, they have not been inspired at all, 
in the only sense which ought to be attached to 
that word when we connect it with Holy Scrip- 

















































The person so commissioned may thoroughly 
comprehend his own words, or he may have the 
depth of meaning involved in his utterance con- 
cealed from him. He may, like Luke, write 
only because ‘‘ many having taken in hand to 
set forth in order a declaration of things surely 
believed,” it ‘‘seemed good” to him to write 
also; or, like Daniel, he may record words re- 
specting which he is obliged to say, ‘I heard, 
but I understood not.” 
_one occasion, feel that he speaks ‘‘ by permis- 
sion,” and not by commandment; or, like the 
same apostle at another time, he may claim to 
express himself ‘‘not in the words which mafi’s 
wisdom. teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost 
teacheth.” He may speak with authority, and 





He may, like Paul on. 


ture. 

It has already been said that we have nothing 
whatever to do with the mode in which imspired 
men may be supposed to have received the Di- 
vine gift. Perhaps we have as little concern 
with the precise form in which they embody the 
thought that has been given them, whether it 
be in prose or poetry, in narrative or in epistle, 
in parable or in lengthened discourse. All that 
we want to be assured of is, that certain teaching 
may reasonably be confided in as Divine and 
therefore infallible,—that it is, in short, pure 
truth without error or alloy. If this assuiance 
cannot be had, it is but folly to attach the im- 
portance to the Bible we do, or to seek guid 
of men who lived hd died eighteen hundred 
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years ago, rather taans in the highest acetaat 
intuitions of our own souls.—Liber Librorum. 





: LIMITATIONS. 


The doubts and difficulties which so many feel: 


in the present day regarding Scripture have, I 
think, been greatly aggravated by the loose way 
in which some good men have allowed them- 
‘selves to make use of the term Inspiration. 


An instance is before me. I find an’ eminent 
Nonconformist minister thus delivering himself 
in an address which has been widely circulated, 
and, so far as [ know, without calling forth a 
single remark or remonstrance. He is speaking 


. of preachers, and his thoughts find expression in 


the following words:—‘‘There are times,’ he 
says, ‘‘ when we (the ministers of theGospel) ure 
conscious of a strangely vivid and intense appre- 
hension of the eternal and Divine. A power 
which is not our own takes possession of us. We 
cease to originate our own thoughts. We lis- 
ten in silence to supernatural teaching. The 
people know when these visions have come to us. 
The words which we speak under the inspira- 
tion of the Holy Ghost move the very depths of 
their spiritual life.” Again, ‘‘ What we need to 
know must be revealed; it cannot be discovered. 
Without the immediate teaching of the Spirit we 
may be lecturers on Christian doctrine and eth- 
ics, but we are not ambassadors of Christ.” 

The assertion here is that preachers, either in 
speaking or in their studies—for it is not quite 
clear which—are sometimes inspired; and to 
such an extent that they cease to originate their 
own thoughts, and listen in silence to supernat- 
ural teaching. A power which is not their own 
takes possession of them. The people /now 
when these visions have come to them, and are 
assured that they are spoken under the inspira- 
tion of the Holy Ghost, by feeling that the words 
uttered move the very aepes of thsir spiritual 
life. é 
Of the delusions that may come upon any of us 
in the study, little-can be said, for one nian can- 
not enter into the consciousness of another; but 
everybody knows how common these delusions 
are. They have been revealed again and again in 
the biographies of saints, both papal and protest- 


ant. 


The experiences of hearers under sermons are, 
however, not so difficult to arrive at. They vary, 
of course, and that to an extent which is some. 
times ludicrous. But who ever heard a sane and | 


sensible man say that he knew, by the power of. 
words that had moved the depths of his spiritual | 
life, that his minister had experienced Divine 
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visions, and that he had been. speaking under 
the inspiration of the Holy Ghost? Such fan- 


| cies, whether in the minds of minister or people, 
| are simply the fruits of excitement, and nothing - 


more, . 

Equally objectionable is it to hear pious men 
say, as they too often do when differing from 
others, ‘‘The Holy Spirit has taught me this or 
that; God fulfils His promise jf my experience, 
and guides me into all truth.” This is arro- 
gance, not humility, and as in the case of the 
preacher, proceeds on forgetfulness of the fact 
that the Holy Spirit never acts directly on the in- 
tellect, except under conditions which are mirac- 
ulous, and peculiar to prophets and apostles, 
A contrary view necessarily destroys all tangi- 
ble distinctions between inspired aad uninspired 
communications. 

That holy angels may sometimes suggest good 
and true thoughts, just as bad spirits constantly 
suggest falsehood and evil, is very probable; but 
in allsuch cases these suggestions are to us what 
we are to them. Nor is it possible to determine 
with any degree of positiveness the particular 
thoughts which come to us through this agency. 
It may be a very humbling and painful truth, 
but I believe it 7s @ truth, that modern ministers 
of the Gospel have no right to suppose that they 
enjoy the immediate teaching of the Spirit; 
they are by no means ‘‘ambassadors of Christ” 
in the proper sense of that phrase; they are, in 
short, whether they admit it or not, neither 
more uor less than ‘‘ lectures on Christian doc- 
trines and ethics,” who found thereupon exhort- 
ations to faith and obedience. 

In the Bible God has revealed all truth need- 
ful for man’s deliverance from evil, and just as 
any one comes to that book in a right spirit free 
from pride and prejudice, from selfishness and 
sectarianism, not “governed by inferior. motives, 


not moved by the desire that such or such an 


opinion may be confirmed by Scripture, but only 
anxious to know what the Book says; in other 


| words, just so far as he is purified by the Spirit 


of God, and his will is brought into harmony 
with the Divine will, is it possible for him to at- 
tain wisdom. “ 

On the other hand, just in proportion as he 
comes to the written Word under the influence 
of self-will, of conceit, of bigotry, or of uncharit- 


-abfeness, and just so far as he is biased by a 


given theological system, will he be liable to de- 
lusion and darkness. That which was promised 
_to the apostles was not in the same sense prom- 
ised to others. The Lord led them into all truth 
by direct revelation, that they might be the in- 
structors of the Ciavel in all ages. The Lord 
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leads men now into truth only in connection with | his childhood, were able to pike him wise ants 


the subjection of the will,—by ‘giving them a 
loving candid, and fearless spirit; by purifying 
and elevating their moral natures, and by bring- 


ing them, in this state of mind, into heartfelt con- | 


tact with the revelations of Scripture. 
Inspiration, then, is something very different 
from either genius or piety, whether single or 
combined. Itis not at all akin to what we some- 
times call the inspiration of the poet, of tle 
painter, of the sculptor, or of the musician. JI 
am far, indeed, from disputing that the Giver of 
every good and perfect gift may justly be re- 
garded as endowing men of genius with all that 
distinguishes them from their fellows; but when 
I speak of Holy Scripture as inspired, I use the 
word ina much higher sense than this. I re- 
gard that book—so far as it is God-breathed at 


all—as inspired in such an exceptional way as to’ 
remove its revelations altogether out of the rank,- 


even of the highest of merely human composi- 
tions.—Sunday Morning. 





EXTENT OF THE CLAIM. 

We have now to inquire what—in relation to 
its inspiration—the Bible says of itself. Does it, 
or does it not affirm that everything contained in 
the volume as it standsisinspired, and therefore 
infallible? 

The first passage that will probably suggest it- 
self in this connection to most persons, is found 
in St. Paul’s second epistle to Timothy: ‘All 


Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is | 


profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correc- 
tion, for instruction in righteousness: that the 
man of God may be made perfect, thoroughly 
furnished unto all good works.” 
stand in our Authorized Version, and the text, 
as is well known, is often claimed as positively 
asserting that everything contained, whether in 
the Old Testament or in the New, is inspired of 
God. 

But does the writer affirm this? Clearly not 
at all; for at the time Paul wrote, no such book 
as the New Testament was in existence. He 
could therefore only refer to the Old. Further, 
the words of the apostle as given in our version 
do not express his meaning. - Paul does not say 
that all Scripture (whatever may be included un- 
der that designation) is given by inspiration or 
‘* God-breathed,” but that adl Divinely inspired 
Scripture—all Seripture, that is, from God—is 
profitable. 

The apostle had, in the preceding verse, been | 
telling his ‘‘son Timothy” that the Holy Scrip- 
tures, with which he had been acquainted from 


So the words. 


| 








| adds,. ‘All Scripture given by inspiration of God 


'of the Psalms, that both are 


| perfect,” surely savors far more of superstition 


the Romish Church. 

































































salvation through faith in Christ; and he now 


is profitable for the perfection of character.” To 
suppose that he here means to affirm that the cat- 
alogue of the Dukes of Edom given us in the first 
book of Chronicles, are to be placed side by side 
with the prophecies of Isaéak cz the utterances 
‘* God-breathed,”’ 
and alike given ‘‘that the man of God may be 


than of piety. 


Nor is this all. For the sopostion that the 
apostle intended to say that all Scripture 
(meaning thereby all that was then embodied in 
the Septuagint, from which he habitually quotes) 
was given by inspiration of God, is to make him 
assert the inspiration of the Apocrypha, for there 
is every reason to suppose that some at least 
of the books now known ‘as apocryphal were, 
although not in the acknowledged Hebrew 
text, recognized by the Hellenistic Jews, and 
therefore by the men with whom Paul came 
more immediately into contact. Itis generally _ 
supposed that these books obtained a place in 
the Greek Scriptures about 130 years before 
Christ. . 

The only copies of the Scriptures in existence 
for the first 300 years after Christ either among 
the Jews or Christians of Greece, Italy, or Africa, 
contained these books without any mark of dis- 
tinction that we know of. Origen at great 
length vindicates these parts of the Greek Ver- 
sion, asserting that they were true and genuine, 
and made use of in Greek among all the churches - 
of the Gentiles, and that we should not attend 
to the fraudulent comments of the Jews, but take 
that only for true in the Holy Scriptures which 
the Seventy had translated, for that this only 
was confirmed by apostolic authority. The ab- 
sence of any list of inspired books in the writ- 
ings of the apostle, and the fact that he com- 
monly quotes from the Greek Septuagint with- 
out remark, certainly favors the opinion that St. 
Paul did not intend to say that every writing then 
regarded as Scripture was inspired.* _ : 

That Holy Scripture is not unfrequently limited: 
by Christ himself seems clear. He sometimes 





* «The absolute infallibility of the sacred books 


throughout was setup by Protestantism as a counter-” 
poise to the infallible authority asserted and claimed by 
Protestantism sought to recover, 
_ by means of the outwardly authoritatively and entire in. 
faltibility of beoks, what it had lost by aejectiag in- 
and Popish infallibility.”’ (Tholuck, 
quoted in Davidson’s Introduction, p. 372.) 


spired councils 
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speaks of it as if it were confined to “Moses and 


the prophets” —that is, to the revealed law of 
God, whether given by Moses or by later inspired 

teachers: After the resurrection we find Him 
expounding as Divine ‘‘all things written in the 
law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the 
Psalms concerning Himself,” but in no part of the 
Lord’s teaching can there be found a word to 
justify the assertion that everything contained 
in the Old Testament from Genesis to Malachi 
ought to Be regarded as equally authoritative 
and infallible. 

It is also singular that while inspiration is af- 
firmed generally of prophets and apostles, and 
specially of some it is nowhere claimed either 
generally or specially for historians, or for the 
entire volume of Scripture. Everything, indeed, 
indicates that the claim of inspiration, and there- 
fore of infallibility, is limited to those portions 


of the Bible which are revelations from heaven,,. 


or essential to ‘their comprehension. 

Under the head, then, of inspired Scripture 
may be classed all that we are told of God beyond 
what may be gathered from His works and prov- 
idential government of the world; all the infor- 
mation we have as to our future destiny; every 
prophetic intimation; every elevating and puri- 
fying truth which man could not otherwise reach. 
From it may be excluded, without irreverence, 
the merely historical, however true and useful; 
genealogies, however important in their place, 
poems or proverbs, however wise, which are but 
expressions of human experience; references to 
physical phenomena ordinarily expressed in col- 
loquial language; and, all acts or utterances 
which are not in accordance with the spirit and 
temper of the Lord Jesus. 

There are unquestionably in the Old Testament 
things which, however needful to a true deline- 
ation of men and times, are not in themselves in- 

tended for our imitation, and have no ten- 
dency ‘‘to make the man of God perfect.” Itis 
not presumptuous to say of such portions that, 
whatever may be their value, they are not, prop- 
erly speaking, inspired. Nor is it any answer to 
reply that from all these portions a ah a mind 
“can gain instruction, for ‘‘sermons” may be 
‘found ‘in stones; but this does not make the 
stones inspired. 

How important then is it that the first begin- 
nings of doubt should be honestly dealt with! 
How foolish to think or speak of the acceptance 
or rejection of ‘‘the Book” as a light thing! It 
is impossible to hide the fact that the truth or 
falsehood of the Bible, its worth or its worth- 
lessness, is the great question of the day. It is 


not too much to affirm that the life or death of 
Sr 


e 


‘modern society hangs upon the issue.—Liber [n- 
brorum. 


VERIFYING FACULTY. 


We now approach that portion of our task 
which demands of us a principle, by the help of 
which we may, without weakening faith in Scrip- 
ture as a whole, separate its parts, and distin-. 
guish between that which is Divine | and that 
which is human. | 

Such a principle will assuredly not be sought 
for in vain if it is recollected that all inspired 
Scripture is, congrwous; not only in the sense of 
being in itself suitable and pertinent to the pur- 
pose for which it was given, but also as being in 
harmony with all that is revealed of the charac- 
ter of God: further—and for this statement we — 
have inspired authority,—that the congruity 
thus existing is capable of being discerned by every 
spiritual man who is faithful to the light be- 
stowed upon him, 

If this be granted—and it is difficult to see 
how the admission can be refused—we have at 
once a test by which everything assumed to be 
inspired of God may be tried without presump- 
tion and with little probability of mistake. 

Before attempting.to apply any such test, how; 
ever, it may be necessary to show that God in- 
tended that His children-should thus discriminate ; 
that He has given them all that is needful for 
the accomplishment of the work; and further, | 
that with regard to Scripture He has made the 
fulfilment of this duty no unimportant part of 
their moral probation. 

di therefore, it be said, as it probably will, 
that any oe to draw a distinction between 
different parts of the Bible—to separate the in- 


-spired from the uninspired, the Divine from the 


human—renders the Book as a whole useless to 
simple Christians, inasmuch as they can per- 
eeive no such differences, it is enough to reply 
that thes is not the fact, since that which was true 
of the oral is equally true of the written revela- 
tion. 

The exhortation of the apostle John to his con- 
verts, ‘‘Beloved, believe not every spirit, but 
try the spirits whether they be of God,” sup- 
poses an ability in every spiritually enlightened 
man, whether hearer or reader, to discern be- 
tween that which is of God and that which is 
not. ‘Ye havean unction from the Holy One,” 
says the aged saint, and in the power of this unc- 
tion, “‘ye [the poorest of the flock] know all 
things.” I myself, he says—and if he, other in- 
spired men also,—‘‘have not written unto you 
because ye know not the truth, but because ye 





BIBLE HXAMINER 


ipa pe nner pen tl tre Sp at 


know it. The anointing which ye have received 
of Him abideth in you, and ye need not that any 
man teach you.” (1 John ii. 20, .27.) 

We call this ‘‘the verifying faculty,” and re- 
gard it as being neither more nor. less than 
reason enlightened and sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 
To vilify reason, as so many good but ill-in- 
structed Christians do, is a folly which would be 
unpardonable if it did not commonly arise from 
sheer ignorance or weakness of mind. As But- 
ler truly says, ‘‘reason is the only faculty we 
_ have wherewith to judge concerning anything, 
even revelation itself.’ Its duty in relation to 
Scripture is to judge, ‘‘not whether it contains 
things different from what we should have expected 
from a wise, just, and good Being, but whether 
it contains things plainly contradictory to wis- 
dom, justice, or goodness,”—in other words, to 
what elsewhere God teaches us of Himself. 

Of course all this goes on the assumption that 
Divine teaching is addressed to men who have at 
least some moral sympathy with its utterances ; 
that the words of God are spiritual words; that 
the sheep know the voice of the Good Shepherd. 
In a limited sense, much of this is true of every 
book the tendency of which is elevating. All 
moral teaching worthy of the name addresses it- 
self to the consciousness of those to whom it speaks. 
Only as it comes in contact with,a prepared mind ; 
only as it proves an interpreter of floating and 

half-formed thought, or is the expression of feel- 
"ings before but partially recognized or under- 
stood, does any book of this kind produce per- 
manent impressions or prove of much real value. 

But this is true of the Bible in an altogether 
pre-eminent degree; for this book, whether it 
reveals new truth or whether it explains a man 
to himself, is like the sun in heaven, seen in its 
own light. Not that all truth is in this way 

made plain to all persons; but that everything 
essential to the growth in goodness of the man 
who reads is by a mysterious affinity, recognized 
and laid hold of for the soul’s salvation from evil. 
The softened heart responds to words which 
awake no echo in other breasts. It is always so. 
The words of Him who spake ‘‘as never man 
spake” only elicited scorn from the great mass 
of those who heard them uttered. The;seed and 
the soil must be adapted to each other, or there 
can be no living product. The spiritual faculty 
may be dormant, the ‘‘God-consciousness”’ all 
but dead, being completely overridden by ‘‘self- 
consciousness,” yet the possession of it is always 
’ recognized.——Laber Librorum. 


THe Diving TEACHER. 
That there is a Divine Teacher of man’s spirit, 


it 


—— 


and that it is Gaines Stor. a man’s ay, to have 
converse with that teacher, is a truth which 
would remain true if the Bible and all its revela- 
tions were to be annihilated; but the recogni- — 
tion of this truth would ‘still be of no practical 
use to any man who was unwilling to listen and 

obey. It matters not whether we call the spe- 

cial faculty by which man attains to a knowledge 

of the Divine, a spiritual gift or a verifying 

power: the fact is the same; without it all is 

dark alike in the Bible and in the highest intui- 

tions of the soul. Tenets may be drawn from 

Scripture by any man, but living truths only by 

prepared hearts. It is the forgetfulness or the 

denial of this fact which renders so much that 

has been written on ‘! the verifying faculty ” in 

man unsatisfactory; since, according to the 

moral state of each individual, does the applica- 

tion of the phrase in question embody a great 

truth or involve a pernicious error. 

‘*The conditions,” says Mr. Maurice, ‘* which 
are required for arriving at the knowledge of Di- 
vine truth are surely stern conditions! It isa 
strait and narrow way which leadeth to life. 





There must be a continual waiting for light; a 


distrust of our own assumptions; a readiness 
to be detected in error, certain that God’s 
meaning is infinitely larger than ours, and 
that other men may perceive an aspect of it © 
which we do not perceive; a belief that He is 
fulfilling His promise that all shau. be taught of 
Him in ways which we cannot imagine; a dread 
of shutting out any truth by our impatient no- 
tion that it must contradict some other: a deter- 
mination to maintain what little has been given 
us in the hope of its expansion, and never to con- - 
tradict,,if we understand ever so little, what 
may have been given to another; a resolution to 
hold the ground on which we stand, without 
judging him if he cannot yet see what this 
ground js. Hard it is to form these habits of 
mind. I cannot help perceiving that this 
mind, the mind of the little child, the mind 
which our Lord demands of us, has been exhibi- 
ted by many scientific men who have been cen- 
sured and scorned by the religious world of their 
day, and has been sadly deficient in their accu- 
gers.” 

Without spiritual insight nothing is discerned 
which takes hold of the spirit or influences the ~ 
character. Uutil this is received truth itself is 
but an opinion to the man who comes in contact 
with it. It does not vitalize because it is not itself 
vital. It isonly a human judgment, and, whether 
true or false, has little if any moral power in it. | 
is dead, being alone. Net until opinion i 
figured——not until it quickens into life, does it 
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‘air of heaven just as the peasant does, and thanks 
God for its vitality. So is it with Scripture. 
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become a truth, and grow, and bene forth fruit. | 
But another consequence follows. Looked at | 
in this way itis of ho moment that either the in- 
structed or the uninstructed man should be able | 
to say regarding each separate passage of Scrip- | 
ture, This is inspired, that is not. How can he 
indeed? The revelation itself is not a thing apart 
from daily life, but ¢hrough its various relations: | 
how then can any man undértake to separate in | 
each particular the supernatural element from | 
the natural which it irradiates and explains? To) 
regard anything of the kind as neccssary either | 
to confidence or to edification is absurd; as ab- 
surd, in fact, as it is to maintain that ‘‘ we re- 
quire an exercise of judgment upon the written | 
document before we can allow.men to trust in 
their King and Saviour.” Every one knows that | 
this is not the fact; that in all time the multi- 
tude never have, nor ever can enter upon any 
such inquiries; that the masses must either be- 
lieve in Christ directly as an actual person re-| 
lated to them, and recognized by them in their) 
inmost ‘souls, or they will not believe at all. | 
They listen to the announcement that Christ is | 
their Redeemer, and they believe the good news 
just in so far_asit finds a response in their own 
spiritual necessities and consciousness. Into evi- 
dence about documents they cannot enter. 


And why should they? The analytical chem- 
ist, when called upon to do so, separates the con- 
stituent parts of the very atmosphere he breathes; 
but for all the practical purposes of life he well 
knows that such a process is altogether needless. 
Forgetful of his science, he rejoices in the free 








The critic may doubt or may be satisfied as to 
the precise place which such or such a passage | 
ought or ought not to occupy in relation to other 
portions of Holy Writ, and there are times and 
seasons when such considerations are both proper 
and profitable. But hecan scarcely be regarded as 
a wise man who, coming to the Bible for strength 
or consolation, for instruction in righteousness, 
or for help in the ee of his character, | 
does anything else than open his heart to its Di- | 
vine teachings, and rejoice like a little child in| 
the sunshine it can shed around his path.--Jbed. 


a 


A PARADOX. 


But here a paradox ee It is this - The! 
light of which we speak--the quickening and 
elevating power in the strenuth of which we are 
to recognize the Divine——is never attained except 
by spiritual culture effected through the instru-_ 
mentality of the revelation itself. The Book to 




































































|truth,” believe in it, and 


/queror in the world of spirits.” 


'to the miracles of the New Testament generally 


_caprice of the reader; it is 
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ibe ee ay and obeyed must itself nave more 
or less educated the consciousness which is to 


/accept it. The word is ‘‘ the sword of the Spirit,” 


and the same Lord who says, ‘* He that is of the 


|truth heareth My voice,” says also, ‘‘I am the 


truth.’”’? It follows, therefo 
man can judge of truth, h 






e, that before any 
{must receive ‘‘the 
be more or less educa- 
ted by it. 

Yet, after all, this is pot more paradoxical 
than the kindred fact that before a man can 
| judge as to the sae of a great artist, he must, 
to some extent, be educated by the artist; or, to 
tike a wider oe that a man must him- 


self become civilized before he can perceive how 


} * ° aye : s 
| great a blessing civilization 1s, 


That this way of looking at the matter makes 


ithe evidence forthe truth of the Bible mainly 
\ t . > : > i 4 
| subjective cannot be disputed; but nothing cise 
in the present day appears to have much hold on 


men. It rhay indeed seriously be dovbted 
whether it is now possible to bring forward any 
evidence, in favor of miracles forinstance, which 
could reasonably be expected to satisfy an un- 
concerned spectator, and still less an opponent. 

In the days of our Lord and His apostles the 
miracle was evidence that the teacher was from 


|God. Now the doctrine must give probability 


to the miracle. The mere fact that ‘' wonders 
were wrought” by the apostles, could this be 
demonstrated, would of itself avail little to con- 
vince any man of the truth of what they taught. 
Nor perhaps ought it to be otherwise. It is only 

when coupled with other considerations, such as 
the character of the Christian miracles, their sim- 
plicity, benevolence, and unselfish ends | that the 
force of the argument founded on them comes to 
be felt. Well and wisely has it been remarked 
that ‘‘the entire series of miracles recorded bg 


‘the evangelists, consummated as they were by 


the miracle of Christ’s resurrection, occupy a 
place of perpetual efficacy in relation separately 


'to each of the great purposes for which the Lord 
‘of life came amongst us, viz., as Saviour of the 


world, as Redeemer of His people, and as Con- 
In each of these 
particulars the miracles attest His mission, and 


/are in all respects congruous with His teaching. 
|The observation of these characteristics is ae re- 


1 


sult of the application of ‘‘the verifying ane " 


go 


As for the pretence-—for it is really nothing 


| better-——that to give up anything in the Bible is 


ae 


in effect to give up all; thatifa line is to be 
drawn anywhere, its place must be fixed by the 


snough to observe 


€ 
‘that the real question is 20¢ how much or how 







































_ to the construction rather than to the reception 


? 


little may be regarded as Rania in Scripture, 
but on what ground the distinction in question is 
proposed to be made. Reason, it is granted, is 
not in-itself adequate to judge as to what is or, 
is not worthy of God. Taste, caprice, precon- 
ceptions of any kind, have nothing whatever to 
do with the matter. If the rebuke to Baalam or 
the deliverance of Jonah is to be rejected, be- 
cause it seems incredible or grotesque that an ass 
should speak, or a whale disgorge its living bur- 
den, we adopt a principle which certainly leads 





of a Divine revelation. But, if on the contrary, 
we confine ourselves to the test of congruity; if 
we accept or reject only on the ground of the har- 
mony or want of harmony which a statement has 
with other revelations,—with all that God has 
taught us, whether by the servant or by the Son, 
regarding His own character and will: if we do 
this in dependence on the teaching of that Spirit 
which, as an unction from the Holy One, is given 
to ‘‘the lowly heart and pure;”’ if we but follow 
the example of those early Christians who tried 
the spirits whether they were of God or not, we 
may be quite sure that the danger supposed is 
altogether imaginary, and that ‘‘the honest 
mind, calmly seeking after God’s truth in the 
spirit He approves, will not be at a loss to make 
sufficient distinction between religious or ethical 
truth, and departments belonging to the natural 
and human.”—Liber Librorum. 
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A “Dark QUESTION,” 


BY ‘ELD. 8. W. BISHOP. 





I was very forcibly struck on reading the fol- 
lowing language uttered by Dr. Livingstone, 
Missionary and explorer in Africa. He gives an 
account of the death of the great African chief, 
Sebitnane. He says of him, ‘t He was decidedly 
the best specimen of a native chief I ever met.” 
He adds, ‘‘ The deep dark question af what is to 
become of such as he must, however, be left 
where we find it, believing that, assuredly, ‘ the 
Judge of all the earth will do right.’ ” 

Why did this question seem so deep and dark 


to the good doctor? I answer, for two reasons. 


1. Dr. Livingstone had been educated to believe, 
- and he doubtless did fully believe, that there is no 
probation for any of our race beyond the present 
life. 2. No one is promised salvation except he 


believe in the Christ of God. In the wilds of¢| but this is not the true state of the case. 


Africa, where no Christ had ever been preached, 
he finds a fine specimen of noble, generous hu- 
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manity he sees this Sante chieftain close his eyes 
in death, with no knowledge of the way of sal- 
vation, and, therefore, without faith in Christ, 
the one and only condition of salvation in the 
plan that God has made. He reflects that Sebit- 
nane, and alllike him, have never rejected Christ, 
for they never heard that there is.a Christ. | How 
then can it be anything other than ‘' a deep, dark 
question,” as to what is to become of such as he, 
with all men who, like Dr. Livingstone, are ac- 
customed to deep thinking? It troubles them as 
the doctrine of endless suffering has troubled 
many great minds that have been touched by the 
love of God. They cannot harmonize the act of 
inflicting such punishment with the revealed 
character of God. It does not harmonize with 
the little, even, of the love of God shed abroad 
in their own hearts by the Holy Spirit. Every 
tender feeling nourished into emotions of deep 
love, under the powerful working of the Divine 
Spirit, rises in rebellion against the idea that our 
great All-Father, the very fountain of that love _ 
which softens our hearts towards our fellow-mor- 
tals, will doom to perpetual torture the great 
mass of the intelligences he has made. This sys- 
tem is made vastly more distasteful to them 
when they contemplate the fact, as the great 
Doctor doubtless did, that all, save a little few 
of those who are, as they believe, doomed to end-- — 
less woe, pass out of this life destitute of all 
knowledge of either God, or Christ, or the Gos- 
pel; and that because it is impossible for them 
ever to obtain such knowledge in this life. Such 
men cannot help being troubled. They may bid 
such thoughts begone from their minds, but they 
will only depart to return again with renewed 
force. The same ardent love for the lost in hea- 
then lands, that moved Mr. Livingstone to leave 
the pleasures and endearments of his Christian 
home in England, and dwell among the savages 
in the frilds of Africa; to give his all, yea, his 
life at'last, in the hope of benefitting those sav- 
age men; this, coupled with a mind addicted to 
deep thinking, did compel him, and will compel 
every man like him, to turn this dark, deep ques- 
tion* over in their minds continually. 



















































































































































































































































When such thoughts take possession of such 
minds, they can never be wholly driven out. We 
read such sentences as those we have quoted from. 
Dr. Livingstone, and we are apt to look upon 
them asthe mere flashing out of a casual] thought ; 
Such. 
men do not utter careless remarks on important : 
subjects; neither do they think superficial 
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When deep questions weiok: $0 "heavily on their, 


minds that they can endure silence no longer, 
they speak; and, often, there is contained a vast- 
ness of meaning in a few words uttered. It was 
thus with the great and good Dr. Barnes, on the 
doctrine of future punishment. He had, 
dently, turned the matter ‘over and over in his 
‘mind, until his sympathies, and all his great 
heart of love utterly revolted af the picture of 
future endless woe, drawn in the creed of his 
own church; and his soul was so chaffed under 
the burden of its own doubts and fears, and so 

agitated under its own unsatisfactory attempt to 
harmonize fhe cHaracter of. God with the popu- 
lar standard of ‘‘ orthodoxy” on that subject, 
that he seemed impelled to speak. He did speak, 
~ and that too in words that were almost painful 
to read. : 


evi- 


In the midst of such great perplexity, there is, 
thank Gods a bright ray of light shining through 
the darkness with which we are surrounded. 
Yes, there is a path that leads out of the mist 
and fog that has for centuries hung like a pall of 
gloom over all christendom. There is indeed 
hope for the race. Satan will not wholly des- 
poiland gather to the eternal prison-house of death 
nearly all the human intelligences a God of in- 
finite love has created. Dr, Livingstone accom- 
plished but very little indeed in Africa towards 
saving the benighted men, yea, hardly anything 
towards their Christianization, as all will see by 
reading his works. Surely Ethiopia has not yet 
stretched forth her hands. Small indeed is the 
work that has been done in saving men in hea- 
then lands, by mission labor, in comparison to 
the vast multitude that have gone down into 
death unblessed by gospel light, and unsaved by 
its divine power. If all efforts to Christianize— 
to save the world—were to end with this life, 
how vast the failure. How could Christ ‘‘see of 
the travail of hissoul and begatisfied?” It woulg 
be no more than one grain of wheat gathered to 
the garner of life, to a million left to rot in the 

plains of eternal death. Satan gets the million, 
and God, with all that he has done, with the 
great expenditure, the vast outlay he has made; 
_the infinite fountain of love that has been un- 
sealed; the tears of the Son, of God; his special 
love shed in his mission of mercy to our earth; 
his groans uttered while here, ‘‘a man of sorrow 
and acquainted with grief :” his agony in Geth- 
semane; the'darkness and gloom of his death up- 
on the cross; the power manifested in raising 
him from the dead; for all, He gets only the one, 


-the de-~evil ? 





while Satan carries off the million into the yawn 
ing maw of endless death. The above view of 
the final consummation of God’s great plan of 
love, cannot be the true one. No; surely God 
has spoken, #nd it will gome to pass. ‘‘ Look 
unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the 
earth: for I am God, and there is none else.” 
ST have sworn by myself, the word is gone out 
of my mouth in righteousness, and shall not re- 
turn, That unto me every knee shall bow, and 
every tongue shall swear.” (Isa. xlv. 22, 23 ) 

So certain as the oath of God is sure, the mul- 
titude will at last be gathered to the other side; 
and when Christ shall fully manifest his great 
love, that love ‘‘ whereby he is able to subdue 
all things unto himself,” a ‘‘great multitude 
that no man can number, of all nations, and kin- 
dreds, and people, and tongues,” will praise God’ 
and the) Lamb for salvation to an endless life. 
When that great multitude shall cry ‘‘as the 
voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty 
thunderings,” saying, ‘Salvation to our God 
which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the 
Lamb ;” then all the angels round the the throne, 
in unison with the elect Bride, will respond an 
immortal AMEN; and they will sing, ‘‘ Blessing, 
and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and 
honor, and power, and might, be unto our God 
for ever and ever. Amen.” 

And will not every heart, even in this imper- 
fect state, touched with that principle of divine 
love, that will, over there, be consummated in 
immortalized perfection, love to contemplate the 
wondrous victory that will at last be achieved 
over gin and death; yea, over all the works of 
Will any, on the altar of whose 
hearts burns the love of God, feel disturbed be- 
cause they fear that the number of the saved will 
be too great? Will those whose hearts are wholly 
sanctified, and ‘‘ filled”? with the holy unction, 





| manifest anger, and grow fearful, lest he who 


‘‘came down from heaven,” led a life of suffer- 
ing; bore the frowns and scoffs of the very men 
he came to save; who he though rich, ‘‘ for our 
sakes became poor,” and finally in darkness, and 
in agony inexpressible, —agony such as drew from 
his sacred lips that awfully impressive sentence, 
‘Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?” as he gave his life 
for the waorld on the cross of Calvary—fearful, I 
say, lest at the consummation he sha!l reap too 
great a pervest of souls? 

- Will any of the loving children of our loving 
Father, scold because that in the great day of 
the final gompletion of, the work of saving the 
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race, when ‘'the fatted. calf” is killed; will they 
fear there will be too many at the feast? 

. Ought not all to rejoice rather that God has. 
arranged a plan so broad, and will conduct its 
maturing with so much wisdom, that finally it 
shall cause ‘‘ all the ends of the earth to remem- 
ber and turn unto the Lord; and ‘‘al) the kin- 
dreds of the nations to worship joyfully before 
him?” (Psa. xxii. 27.) Will it not bring joy: 
and gladness to every child in whom dwells ‘‘the 
mind of Christ,” to know that when ‘‘ the Lord 
of hosts,” shall make a feast ‘‘unto all people” 
in mount Zion, there will be no meager attend- 
ance of guests; but ‘‘all nations he has made 
will come and worship before him, glorify his 
name.’ (Psa, Ixxxvi. 9.) ‘* When he shall reign 
in mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, and before his 
ancients gloriously?” (Isa. xxi. 23.) 


It would be strange if all truly Christian hearts 
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did not beat in unison with that of Christ. They 
surely would if no human clogs hampered their 
impulses of love to their fellows, and held them 
under restraint. We now ‘‘see though a glass 
darkly.” Traditionand a false religious educa- 
tion has dimmed our spiritual vision; but, thank 
God, the scales are falling from our eyes, and it 
it is only a little in the future and ‘‘we shall 
see as we are seen, and know as we are 
known.” The vail is now on the hearts of 
of many of the good; but the holy secr speaks 
of a time which will surely come, when the Lord 
of hosts will ‘‘ destroy the face of the covering 
cast over all people, and the vail that is spread 
over all nations;” and then all the immortalized 
ones will rejoice for endless years that the plan 
of God is so vastly more comprehensive than 
many believed it could be; that it saves such a 
great multitude. We feel assured that we are 
rapidly nearing the day when it will indeed be 
true that— 


‘Our home shall be where love’s star set not, 
But shines through the long sweet years, 
Where the pangs of parting are all forgot, 
All vanished life’s bitterest tears. 
The night of weeping will soon be past, 
Sins’ story ere long be told, 
And the worn and earth-weary find rest at last, 
With the King in the city of gold.” 


And when we catch a view by faith of that 
city of foundations, our hearts cry out, — 


‘* Roll back on your hinges, ye jewell’d doors, 
Till our souls shall your beauty know, 

Till heaven bursts thro’ her starry floors, 

And strews all her lights below; 





Till the glow of a thousand suns comes down, 
And the sheen of a silver flood 

Shall deck our sad earth with a golden crown, 
Till it flames like the hill of God.” 

West Meriden, Conn. 


Yagos hak oos 
Tur Purrose or Gop In CREATION 
AND REDEMPTION. 

During the present month of May, 1876, I 
have had the pleasure of an intercourse with. an 
evangelist of the church designating itself the 
-**Catholic Apostolic Church.” After some con- 
versation with him, he commended to my notice 
a work, which, he said, he valued next to the 
Bible, above all works: and, with which he cor- 
dially agreed as to its contents. I procured it. 
After reading much that had to do with the or- 
gunization of this church, and also many valu- 
able remarks on prophetical subjects, I came to 
the paragraphs which I now send for others to 
enjoy with myself. I own I was equally de- 
lighted as surprised with the statements that 
were made. Thank God! that comfort is given 
to us every now and again from unexpected 

quarters. 

After writing of the period prior to the termi- 
nation of the thousand years, the writer thus 
continues: — i 


‘“Tt is when the thousand years have expired 
and when Satan’s career has ended and the great: 
white throne is set, that the resurrection of ‘the 
rest of the dead’ takes place; that is, of all the 
human race who were not counted worthy to be 
raised from the dead when Christ came. These 
all now ‘live again.’ The sea gives up the dead 
that have slept beneath its waves; the earth gives 
up those it has covered; death and Hades give 
up their dead, i. e., both body and soul, and 
death and Hades are cast into the lake of fire. 
Perhaps there may be evil angels who have the 
power of death and Hades; who are cast into the 
lake; but, be that as it may, death and the place 
where the spirits of the dead were confined, have 
no more power over Adam and his sons. And 
if any are condemned to die, it isto another and 
a second death; for from the first death Christ 
had rescued them all. 

‘*Who are they who are condemned to the sec- 
ond death? All who are raised from death at 
this general resurrection? All who were not 
counted worthy to be raised at the first resurrec- 
tion? By no means. We are told that then all 
those raised at the last shall be judged by the 




































































































































































































































































22 


things written in the Books, and bhiat hon also 
the Book of life is opened, and only those whose 
names are not found therein are adjudged to the 
second death. What a wide door for God’s 
mercies is opened here! No man is condemned 
to the second death for Adam’s sin. All men 
were indeed sentenced to the first death in Adam 
for Adam's sin; and, if Christ had not redeemed 
them from it, that death would, have been eter- 
nal. But He redeemed mankind. Men talk 
idly who argue that He only redeemed the elect: 
‘Asin Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all 
be made alive.’ And none are condemned to the 
second déath but those who have brougit that 
dreadful sentence on their heads Dy wilful sin 
and crime against God and man, and their own 
conscience. We are told the following certainly 
are adjudged to it: ‘The fearful, and unbeliev- 
ing, and the abominable, and murderer, and 
whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and 
all liars;’ these are not found in the book of life; 
their names héve been erased. But myriads of 
the sons of Adam will be found written in that 
book, who, not being counted worthy to take 
their places among the rulers of the kingdom, 
were not raised at the First Resurrection, but 
now find their place among the subjects of it, 
among the nations of the saved. Among these 
will be the countless number of the children of 
all nations, who have died before committing 
sin. The Church, in its ignorance of the king- 
dom, its forgetfulness of it, and of the gradations 
of position in which men, ‘everyman in his own 
order,’ are to be placed in it, did not know what 
to do with the children of the unbaptized, or 
what place to assign them. They saw they were 
not of Christ’s body, and so could not reign with 
him; so they invented for them a limbo of their 
own; something neither heaven, nor earth, nor 
hell; neither darkness nor light; neither happi- 
ness nor pain. Mahy of them even included in 
this the children of Christian parents who might 
die before they copld/be baptized, thus putting 
the children of baptized parents, unbaptized by 
accident only, in a level with those of uhbaptized 
parents. But Christ hath ransomed afl, ‘to be 
‘testified in due time;’ and that time Will be at 
“the resurrection of all; when-it will be made 
manifest that if any are not suffered to abide on 
the ransomed earth, and among ransomed men, 
it is beeayse they have brought upon themselves 
a sentence to a worse and second death, from 
which there is noredemption. Thus all who are 






then raised from the dead. and who have not by 
their sins forfeited that life restored, shall dwell 
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on the new earth fans ever; ee as the rulers of it, 


but as the ruled ; not the kings of it, but the 
subjects; not the priests of it, but the worship- 
ping congregations. And in that new heaven 
and in that new earth there shall be no more 
death, (the last enemy cat al be destroyed 
from off the earth is death) ; Meither sorrow nor 
crying out; nor shall there be any more pain. 
Those things that Satan brought into God’s world 
shall, by God, be put out: ‘and there shall be no 
more curse.’) The promise to the seed of Abra- 
ham shall be fulfilled; ‘Add the families of the 
earth shall be blessed in him;’ ‘the leaves of the 
tree of life| shall be for the healing of the na- 
tions.’ Godishallbeallinall. ‘ His tabernacle, 
His dwelling, shall be with men.’ 

‘‘There is, however, some change as to the 
heavenly Jerusalem in the new earth, making its 
situation different from what it had been during 
the millennium. The heavenly Jerusalem shall 
then be on ie earth; the nations of the saved 
shall walk in the light of it; and they and their 
kings shall b ing their glory and their honor in- 
to it. God’s kingdom is then indeed established 
on the earth,/and his will done on the earth as in 
heaven. God’s Zion and Jerusalem, His habita- 
tion, His desired rest, is at last attained to; and 
shall be settled firm and immovable; all nations 
shall be blest in Him, and ‘all nations shall call 
Him blessed,’ and ‘His servants shall reign for 
ever and ever.’ ”’ 


The full title, etc., of the work from which 
the above extracts are made is, ‘‘ The Purpose of 
God in Creation and Redemption: and the suc- 
cessive steps) for manifesting the same in and 
by the Church.” Author’s name is not given. 
Fourth Edition. Publisher: Thomas Laurie: 
38 Cockburn |St., Edinburgh, 1872. 

} H. Brirrarn. 
Birmingham, Hngland. 
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OB ee ~ 
Tue River or Lire, anp roe TREE 
or Lrrr. 


| Rev. xxir. 1, 2 





The Holy City being intended to represent the | 
glorified Church, and not its dwelling place, no 
inhabitants are mentioned: just as in the parable. 


of the ten virgins no bride is mentioned, because 


the wise virgins are included in that body which. 


will constitute the Bride of Christ. But the 
water of life, and still more the tree of life, — 
especially the distinction between its fruit and 
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its leaves, the latter alone being available for 
*‘ the natiens,”—compel us to assume that the city 
had inhabitants, although in the application no 
distinction can be made between it and them. 
Those who drank of that water, aud ate of that 
tree, would be preserved in ‘‘life.”” What life? 
Let us take the tree first; because as to that we 
have solid ground to stand upon. 

‘The tree of life” in the garden of Eden is 
universally admitted to have been the means— 
whether the story be understood literally or 
symbolically—of preserving man in immortal 
vigor. It was not, as some imagine, that eating 
once of would have secured him against death 
for ever, else Adam might have been cursed with 
an immortality of wretchedness by first eating of 
the tree of life, and then of the forbidden tree; 


its virtue lasted only while he continued to eat 


of it. When, therefore, God drove him out of 
the garden ‘‘lest he put forth his hand, and take 
also of the trec of life, and eat, and live for ever,” 
he was beginning to execute upon him the threat- 
ened sentence, ‘‘In the day thou eatest thereof, 
thou shalt surely die.” In this first fundamental 
use of the expression, ‘‘live for ever,” no one 
supposes it to mean—be holy and happy for ever: 
the tree of life answered no such purpose, nor 
was it any such ‘spiritual life” that the flaming 
sword barred Adam’s approach. Cut off from 
the tree of life, he must necessarily die; that 
was all. 

In Rev. ii. 7, this tree re-appears: ‘*To him 
that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of 
life which is in the midst of the Paradise of God.” 
Has it changed its meaning or purpose? Is 
‘‘ spiritual life”? the reward bestowed upon those 
who overcome? Surely it is only by possessing 
such life that they can overcome. ‘‘ Ye have 
your fruit unto holiness”—that is overcoming, — 
‘‘and the end everlasting life”? by having perpet- 
ual access to the tree of life. In this message to 
the church of Ephesus is promised—not the res- 
toration on repentance and faith of what Adam 
actually lost when he fell, but the restoration 
hereafter to the Christian victor of what Adam, 
and consequently his descendants, lost by being 
debarred from the tree of life—immortality, or 
eternal life. 

In the New Jerusalem we see that promise ful- 
filled. There is the tree of life, growing in rich 
abundance, and bearing fruit all the year round, 
in the very midst of the city,—the symbolic 
pledge. that its inhabitants can never ‘‘die any 


Then is thig all? Certainly not. Immortality, 
being promised as a blessing, must necessarily _ 
be one of holiness and happiness, —as is con- . 
stantly affirmed. Nor can there possibly be any | 
other; inasmuch as the whole creation is to be 
reconciled to God by Christ (Col. i. 16-20), so that 
any creature who is to live for ever must share 
in that reconciliation. To give eternal life, 
therefore, to a fallen creature like man includes. 
his being brought into moral harmony with God; 
and, although the two things can never be sepa- 
rated, ‘‘life” is spoken of in Scripture with 
special reference, sometimes, to the fact of our 
living for ever, and sometimes to its essential 
condition. Both are, no doubt; represented by 
the water of life, and the tree of life, in the Holy 
City. We may take them together, and say, that 
as our present bodily life is sustained by what 
we eat and drink, the water of the river and the 
fruit of the tree afford a symbolic pledge that 
all our wants to all eternity will be abundantly 
supplied ; that we ‘‘shall hunger no more, neither 
thirst any more.” (Rev. vii. 16.) Or, perhaps, 
the water, being mentioned first, may be intended 
specially to denote the preservation of our’moral 
character from injury or decline,* and the tree 
of life, by its manifest reference to that in the | 
garden of Eden, may point more emphatically to. 
the assurance that they who believe in Christ 
shall never perish, but have everlasting life. We 
shall be better able to judge of this when we 
have considered the particular description here 
given of them. 

First, we are told that the purity of the stream 
rendered it ‘‘clear as crystal.” In one sense the 
wuter of life offered to us now is as clear as God 
can make it. ‘‘ Ye are complete in him, who is 
the head of all principality and power,”—in him 
‘‘who of God is made unto us wisdom and right- | 
eousness and sanctification and redemption.” 
But it is ver¥ difficult for us to see it ‘‘clear as 
crystal;” our own imperfect vision, our own de- | 
filement, our manifold infirmities, the tears which 
dim our eyes, the world, the flesh, and the devil 
that we have to struggle against, if they do not 
discolor the water, are very apt practically to 
interfere with its perfect transparency, and hin- 
der us from obtaining a clear view of its marvel- 





* This is somewhat confirmed by its apparent mean- 
ing in Rev. xxi. 6; xxii. 17. Tf we are right in under- 
ing the,‘ thirst? to be an earnest longing for reconcil-— 


iation with God, the water which quenches it must be : 


more,” that ‘‘they shall never perish, but have|**the word of reconciliation’’ bringing to those who 


everlasting life.” 


believe it a sense of present forgiveness. 
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ous depths. There we shall be able to gaze up- 
on it, look down into it, drink of it, without let 
or hindrance. The salvation realized now is 
enough to quench our thirst, to.make us lift up 
our head and go on our way rej icing; but ‘‘the 
salvation to be revealed ” will be something vast- 
ly better still,—‘‘clear as crystal,” full as a 

‘river, the streams whereof shall make glad the 
city of God.” \ 

Then we observe that this river was not a na- 
tural one, having “its source in some earthly 
spring, but ‘‘ proceeded out of the throne of God 
and of the Lamb.” The throne, not the thrones. 
The life then enjoyed will flow a from 
union with God in Christ fully manifested ; not 
suffering, but reigning; not subduing his ene- 
_ mies, but sitting on his throne. The topstone 

will have been already put to the triumph of 
grace; but Divine power, exercised by him who 
is still the ‘* Lamb as it had been slain,” will for 
ever be needed to sustain our whole being in the 
highest condition of life. The Lamb will still 
be our Shepherd, and lead us to the inexhausti- 
ble fountains ef living water. Let us drink now 


of the life-gividg stream which flows from the 
cross, that we may hereafter have access to that 


which will proceed out of the throne. The water 
will be the same, the Giver of it the same, those 
who drink of it the same, —yet all, how changed! 
Unbroken continuity with infinite development. 


And now as to the Tree of Life. It is said to 
be growing ‘‘in the midst of the street thereof, 
and of the river, on this-side and on that side.” 

Our translation is misleading; as it suggests 
the idea of the tree standing both in the middle 
of the street, and in the middle of the river—the 
former of which is highly improbable and the 
latter absurd. Its position was in a middle 
place between the street and the river. The river 
itself ran down the middle of a broad street, and 
on each bank, throughout its whole length, was 
_ seen in rich luxuriance the tree of life. The sin- 
gular number is used merely to show that they 
were all the same kind of tree: as we might say 
of a certain place, that nothing but the oak will 
‘grow there. ‘The street of the city,” in chap. 
Xxl. 21, probably means the entire road way. 
. Here, noweren one street only is spoken of, no 
doubt the principal street of the city, and pro- 
bably the only one that St. John saw. The other 
streets which, from there being twelve gates, 
must have existed, are not mentioned; and 
therefore, on the principle that is required in the 
interpretation.of parables and other illustrative 


teaching, we ial exclude them from view, and 
so far as concerns the river and tree of life, re- 


gard this as the only street in the city. The. 


close connection with the rivey, its abundance, 
and its accessible position to the inhabitant. 

Its position by the river side marks the inti- 
mate connection between the moral and the 
physical aspects of eternal life. In Christ we 
have ‘‘life and immortality,” salvation from sin, 
and salvation from death, ‘‘our fruit unto holi- 
ness, and end everlasting life.” The two cannot 
be separated. There is no eating of the tree 
without drinking of the river, or drinking of the 
river without cating of the tree. And therefore 
in their application the two figures are not always 
sharply divided, but as already observed, the one 
often includes the other. In the New Jerusalem 
the advantages represented by them both will be 
secured for ever: neither sin nor death can ever 
enter. 

In Eden there was but one tree of life, and 
that in.the midst of the garden. In the New 
Jerusalem there is an abundance of them; their 
boughs hang richly laden with fruit, directly in 
front of every house. As the crystal clearness 
of the water represents the surpassing excellence 
of the life enjoyed there, so does the multiplica- 
tion of the tree indicate the superabounding of 
that life through out the whole body. There is 
no need to penetrate into the depths of the gar- 
den; it stands before every one’s door. Endless 
differences there will doubtless be amongst that 
multitude which no man can number; but the 
water and the tree of life will be equally access- 
ible to all. 

- And the supply will. be unbroken. The river 
will never be dried up, or the tree be without 
fruit. The former possibility does not so readily 
occur to the mind as to require any direct assur- 
ance. But the latter does; for naturally a tree 
yields its fruit at only one season of the year. 
And therefore we are told that this tree: ‘‘ yielded 
her fruit every month,” which would practically 
come to there being always fruit on its branches. 
How carefully we have now to store up the fruit’ 
we gather from this tree, as provided for us in 
God’s word! And how often, when we want to 
use it, do we find it very far from as fresh, or as 
refreshing, as when first plucked. It is our own 
infirmity no doubt; but it is only a too real and 
disappointing fact. Some text, or truth, seemed 


points to bé noticed then nino i latter are its 





at one time so full of juice, that we fondly im- | 


agined it would be an infallible specific for the 
rest of our lives. But we put it to our lips again, 


Ee 





-” 


perhaps when we most sorcly need it, and alas it 
yields scarce a particle of moisture. That, the 
exact spiritual diagnosist will say; is because we 
do not get it to our lips, or at least not fairly be- 
tween our teeth. Well, be it so; but it comes 
very much to the same thing. Thank God, a 
time it coming, when the fruit will not require 
all this laborious and sometimes very partially 
successful watching and tending, but will drop 
fresh into our mouths day by day; when we shall 
not need such constant efforts to ‘ keep ourselves 
in the love of God,” such wrestling in prayer, 
such strainings of faith, such patient searching 
of the Scripture, such care to lay it up in our 
weak hearts and treacherous memories. Now we 
eat of the tree of life growing on the field of bat- 


tle, then we shall eat of it ‘‘in the midst of the 
Paradise of God ;”—that Paradise which will be 


at once a garden and a city, combining all the 
repose and loveliness of the one with all the life 
and splendor of the other. 


‘**'The home to which I am hasting 
Is not in some silent glen ; 

The place where my hopes are resting 
Is a city of living men.” 


Yes; but that city will be as peaceful and fresh 


as the sweetest glen, and we shall be able to en- 
joy the society of its living men, without any of 
that weariness or excitement that so often makes 
silence a relief to us. 


The ‘‘twelve fruits” are understood by some 


to mean twelve different kinds of fruit, one ap- 


pearing each month. But this is very unlikely. 
In marked contrast to the ‘all trees for meat ”’ 
of Ezek. xlvii. 12, care is taken here to specify 
that the trees were all of one kind! ‘the tree of 
life ;” and it would be exceedingly incongruous 


to imagine the same tree bearing a different kind. 


of fruit each month of the year. Besides, al- 
though it would naturally enough suggest the 
idea of variety,—a most tempting thought in 
connection with the future life of the glorified 
.church,—we should feel somewhat embarrassed 
and dissatisficd at that variety being represented 
by a regular succession, year after year, of the 


same fruit, always appearing in the same month, | 


and then disappearing for eleven months. The 
twelve fruits are explained in the following 
words to be the twelve séparate growths of fruit, 
which appeared every year—-*‘ bearing its fruit 
each month.” It is not ‘‘twelve manner of 
fruits,” as in our version; nor is the second 
clause a separate statement, as we give it, but an 
explanatory one attached to the first. 

We must not, however, omit to notice that the 
fruit of this tree is the only food which is men- 
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| tioned as being provided for the inhabitants of 
i the city. 


_ And there are some peculiarities about: 
fruit as an article of food which may be worth 
observing in this connection. It is the most del- 
icate and delicious of all food: to appreciate it 
indicates a refined taste. It is also obtained 
with the least amount of labor; and its produc- 
tion is the most free from any disagreeable asso- 
ciations. Bread, and edible grain of every kind, 
is obtained by a long succession of toilsome and 
tedious processes. Roots have to be dug out of 
the earth, and rendered fit for human food by 
cleansing and cooking. Animal food necessi- 
tates death, and a good deal more of what we 
like to think about as little as possible. While 
fruit, under favorable ‘circumstances, is easily 
grown, easily gathered, and requires no artifi- 
cial preparation. On the other hand, it is the 
least able to sustain life. Men can live on any 
other kind of food for a considerable time, and 





| On some permanently: but confine a man to fruit, 


and he will] sink directly; there is not substance 
enough in it to repair the waste that is conse- 
quently taking place in the human body. Now 
the resurrection body being incorruptible, we 
can scarcely think that it will need any material 
food whatever, notwithstanding the fact of our 
Lord having eaten and drunk with his disciples.* 
But whatever may be thought of that, it is worth - 
notice, that) when the maintaining hereafter of 


| our whole being in immortal vigor is represented 


under the emblem—it is of course nothing more— 
of a constant supply of food, it is of a kind the 
least suggestive of waste or decay. Whether we 
Shall eat and drink or not,*we are here repre- 
sented as doipg so; but only fruit and pure water. 

Our life, of every kind, will be sustained then, 
as it is now, by union with Christ; a union to 
which our ¢oncurrence will still be necessary. 
We shall haye to keep on for ever appropriating 
Christ to onrselves. To live by Christ, we shall 
have to live on Christ. But we shall not have to 
‘eat his flesh, and drink his blood:” we shall 
not have'to {* Jaber for the meat which endureth 
unto everlasting life.” It will not be a work of 
toil, and effort, and conflict; there will be no 
doubts, or fears, or unbelief; no dangers to guard 
against, or temptations toovercome; all that will 
be atan end forever. We shall just eat of the tree 
of life, and drink of the river of life. Fresh fruit, 
and fresh water. No images more pure or simple, 
more refined or refreshing, could be drawn from 








*« The difficulty is greatly lessened if we adopt the 
view maintained by Stier and others, that our Lord? 
body underwent a spiritualizing frrocess during the forty 
days between his ressurrection and ascension. 










































































anything Ww hic ch even eenanees ie our hod ily 
tenance, 


But the value of this tree is not Hmited to its | 


fruit: there is ‘‘ healing.” in its “‘leaves.’” 


inhabitants of the aby require no healing’; but 
there are ‘‘nations” still in the flesh who do; 
and to them the leaves will bring it. 
bukes the narrow view of 
of God” displayed.in Christ’s redeeming work, 
which would confine it to one method of appli- 


This re- 


cation, and divide the. human race simply into) 


the saved and unsaved, There is such a divi- 
sion undoubtedly ; 
far more perhaps than as yet we have the least 
conception of. Fruit and ‘leaves each proceed 
from the life of a tree: but the for mer is a higher 
result of it than the latter. The elorifi ed church 
and the saved nations will both live by means of 
the tree of life; but its fruit is for the one, its 
leaves for the other. All who have any kind of 
access,to it, and none else, will share its immor- 
tality; for if the healing power of its leaves be 


absolute, they must infallibly preserve from de-| 
cay and death’..but all will not !draw the same | 


kind or degree of virtue from it; some will eat 
of its fruit, others only be healed by its leaves.* 
If it be asked, whether the saved *’ nations” 
always reguire ‘‘healing,” we must fall back 
upon the far-reaching scope of these last visions. 
As in Old Testament prophecies, events con- 
nected with the Messiah’s two advents -are often 
grouped together, without any reference to the 


long interval between them, and in a way that | 


sometimes gives them a very inconsistent ap- 


pearance (e. g., ‘‘to proclaim the acceptable year | 
of the Lord, and the day of vengeance of our) 


God, to comfort all that mourn,” etc. Isa. 1xi. 2), 


so here we find sect forth in perhaps a single. 
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sus- 


The | 
. to be kept as it is, until 


‘¢the manifold wisdom | 


but there are many others,— | 





will | 








Toute as a sant eonenas against any possible recur- 
rence of moral or physical evil. Every disease 
will have been cured, every organ made to fulfil 


‘its proper function, and the world will only have 
— what? Wecan not say. 
Some have speculated on the multiplication of 
the race ceasing, and others on distant worlds be- 
‘ing peopled from its teeming population. We 
‘knowing nothing about it; dnd it is useless to 
guess. There is time enough for that. What 
we can see is sufficient for any present purpose. 
As far as the eye can penetrate, all is bright and 
clear in the distant future. We Anow that ‘‘ there 
shall be no more death, neither sorrow nor cry- 
ing, neither shall there be any more pain.” And 
|on that our minds may rest with entire content- 
1) ment. Nothing less ought to satisfy us; noth- 
|ing more need be demanded. As to the glory 
|of the elect Church indeed, much more is re- 
vealed; but as to the future of the human race, 
| we know little or nothing beyond the fact, that 
it will share in the universal harmony of all cre- 
‘¢ And every creature, which isin heaven, 
and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as 
are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I 
| saying, Blessing and honor, and glory and power, 





ation. 


ibe unto him that sitteth upon oi throne, and 
‘unto, the Lamb for ever:and ever.” (Rev. v. 138.) 

Samurn MrInron. 
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WAITING. 


© Jesus! 
And longing cha warehné a 


And moments [reckon as hours, 





TToatil T they aya i 
Until btny c om 1 Snail see. 


word processes that will begin at the Lord’s sec- | 


ond coming, and extend endefinitely to an eter-| 
At | 
healing in the fullest | 


nity of which we at least can see 
first the nations will need 
sense of the word: as time advances the leaves 
will be less and less pai until at last, 
quired at all,—-as judging by analogy from the 


no end. 


fruit we may suppose them to be-—-they will act. 
* In Ezek. xlvii. 12. there is the same distinclion, 


Vhe fruit thereof shall 


leaf thereof { 


but witha different meaning.  ‘ 


be for and the 





meat, yy medicine.” 
There we have the various applications of Christ’s 
work to the same persons; here we have its various ap 





plications to different persons. nee ure 


uses the same figure to denote sever alt ngs. In bze 
kiel’s tree the fruit and the leaves arc a required to | 
produce a combined result: in St. John’s, the fruit pro- | 


eas ae 
Class O| 


dices a certain result in one 


another result 


persons, 


in 


another class of persons. 
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will this watching be o’er ; 


Nee. hey EY $4as 
L ask for the time 


y coming, 
And when 


Vm listen Lord, for thy knocking, 


And read 


ly to open the door. 


1yyEr 
me, 


I thought yesterday ni ight thou wert coming, 


On hearing a knock at the gate ; 





"Twas only a message to tell me 


A little while longer to wait. 


‘Vo wait in the spirit of patience, 


And watch inthe spirit of prayer, 


And gird up my loms and be ready, 


frequently | 





‘Yo meet thee, my Lord, in the air. \ 
O may [ be found at thy coming 
Prepared for the gracious reward, 
‘To share with the saints in thy glory 
And dwell evermore with the Lord. 
fy Ga Ws 
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Gentine Times: Wuen po’ Tury|of God takes its place (smiting 
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BY CHAS. T. RUSSELL. 










it on its feet) ; 
and, as this'is the same time at which Israel is to 
be delivered, (for ‘Jerusalem shall be trodden. 
down of the Gentiles until the times of the Gen- 











=o ; tiles are fulfilled”), we here get our second clue. 
‘Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gen-| viz: these two events, noted of the Scriptures of 
tiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.” | trath—‘“Times of Gentiles,” and -“Treading of 


—Luke xxi. 24. Jerusalem,” are parallel periods, commencing at 


Doubtless our Lord intended to communicate | the same time and ending at the same time; and, 
to His disciples some knowledge, and possibly it | as in the case of Israel, their degradation was to 
was‘addressed more to the disciples in our day, | be for seven times, so with the dominion of the — 
than to the early church. '|Image; it lasts seven times; for, when in his_ 
_ Let us then search what times the prophecy, | pride the ‘‘Head of Gold” ignored ‘‘The God of 
which was in Christ, did signify. Of course, if| heaven,” the glory of that kingdom (which God 
it be one of the secret things of God, we cannot | gave him, as a representative of the Image,) de- 
find out; but if a secret, why should Jesus men-| parted, and it took on -its beastly character, 
tion it? If, on the contrary, it is revealed it de- | which lastsseven times. Dan. iv. 23,—and, (pre- 
longs to us. Shall we guess and suppose? No:/ figured by the personal degradation for seven 
let us go to God’s treasure-house; let us search |years, of Nebuchadnezzar, the representative) 
the Scriptures for the key. until the time comes when they shall acknowl- 

Jesus does not foretell its treading under foot | edge, and ‘‘give honor to the Most High, whose 
of the Gentiles, as Rome had her foot upon them | Kingdom is an everlasting Kingdom.” . Dan. iv. 
at that time. He does tell us, however, how| 24: for all the ends of the earth shall remember 
long it will continue so, even the disciples |#ud turn unto the Lord when He is the Governor 
thought ‘‘that it was he which should have px- | ®mong the nations. 


LIVERED Israel.” Our next question naturally, is, How long are 


We believe that God has given the key. We/|Seven times? Does God in his word, furnish us 
believe He doeth nothing but he revealeth it un-|®Dy clue from which to determine the length of 
to His servants. Do we not find part of the key that period? Yes, in Revelations we learn that 
in Lev xxvi. 27, 33? oT even I will chastise | three and one-half times, 42 months, and 1260 | 
you seven times for your sins; . . . and I will| Prophetic days, literal years, are the same (it has 
bring your land into desolation. . . and will| for years been so accepted by the church, ) and it 
scatter you among the heathen.” Israel did not | a8 So fulfilled: if three and one-half times are 
hearken unto the Lord, but disobeyed him, and 1260 years, seven times would be twice as much, 
this prophecy is now being fulfilled, and has been |1. €-, 2520 years. At the commencement of our 
since the days of Zedekiah, when God said, ‘‘Re- | Christian era, 606 years of this time had passed, 
move the diadem, take off the crown, . . . I will |(70 years captivity, and 536 from Cyrus to 
overturn, overturn, overturn it, . .. until He| Christ) which deducted from 2520, would show 
comes whose right it is, and I will give it unto that the seven times will end in A. D. 1914; 
Him.” Comparing these Scriptures, we learn, | When Jerusalem shall be delivered forever, and 
that God has scattered Israel for a period of seven | the Jew say of the Deliverer, ‘‘Lo, this is our 
times, or until ‘‘He comes whose right” the Gov-| God, we have waited for Him and He will save. 
ernment is, and puts an end to Gentile rule or|/Us-” When Gentile Governments shall have 
government. This gives us a clue at least, as to been dashed to pieces; when God shall have 
how long until the Jews are delivered, Further, | Poured out of his fury upon the nation, and they 
Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, the head of acknowledge him King of Kings and Lord of 
gold, is recognized by God as the representative | Lords. 
of the beast, or Gentile Governments. ‘‘A king| Bat, some one will say, ‘‘If the Lord intended 
of kings and wheresoever the children of men|that we should know, He would have told us, 
dwell, the beasts of the field, and the fowls of| plainly and distinctly how long.” But, no, | 
the air, hath God given into his hand.” Dan. ii. | brethren, He never does so. The Bible is to be - 
38. God has taken the crown off Zedekiah and | a digit to God’s childrep ;—to the world, foolish- 
declared the Image, of which Nebuchadnezzar is} ness. Many of its writings are solely for our ed- 
the head, ruler of. the world until the kingdom /ification upon whom the ends of the world are 
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come. As wells say rthiad: God should ae aa éhe | 


gold on top instead of in the bowels of the earth: 
‘it would be too common; it would lose much of | 
its value. So with truth; but, ‘‘to you it is giv- | 
en to know the mysteries of the kingdom. 

We will ask, But not now answer, another | 
question: If the Gentile Times end in 1914. (and 
there are many other and clexrer evidences point- 
ing to the same time) and we are told that it 
shall be with fury poured out; 4 time of trouble 
such as never was before, nor ever shall be; a 
day of wrath, etc., how long before does the 
church escape? as Jesus says, ‘‘watch, that ye 
may be accounted wotthy to escape those things 
coming upon the world.” . 

Brethren, the taking by Christ of His Bride, is 
evidently, one of the first acts in the Judgment, 
for judgment must begin at tue house of God. 

—W. Philadelphia. 
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Racerep Tom AND HIS SURETY, 


One Sunday afternoon a big boy stood at the 
door of aSabbath-school.. He was so bad that 
he had been turned out of school the Sabbath 
before. His father and mother had brought him, 
and begged that he might be received again. The 
Superintendent said, 

‘‘We should be glad to do him good, but we 
are afraid he will ruin allthe other children. It | 
is very bad for a school when a big boy sets a 
wicked example.” 

‘‘We know he is a bad boy at school, sir,” | 
said the parents, ‘‘but he is ten times worse at 


home; he will be lost if you do not take him | 
back.” . 


his good behavior. 
intendent. . 
So he stepped back into the school, and rang 
. the bell for silence. All listened while he said, 
‘*That boy wants to come into the school again, |; 
but we cannot take him back without making 
.sure of his good behavior. Will any one be | 
surety for him?” 
A pause followed; the elder boys shook their | 
- heads. They said they knew him so well. The | 
others did not care for him. 
But one little boy pitied the big bad boy, and 


I will see,’ said the Super- | 





was very sorry that no one would be surety. rigae 
little boy went by the name of ‘‘Ragged Tom.’ 
It was not his fault that he was ragged, for his 
his mother was very poor. The Superintendent | 
soon heard his little voice saying, ‘‘If you please, 
sir, I will, sir.” 

“You, Tom! a little boy like you! 


Do you. 
know what it means to be surety, Tom?” 


ER ne 


voice saying, 


with passengers. 


lamps were being lighted. 





? (ey es, Sir, ify you please it means . that: when 
ihe is a bad boy again ’m to be punished for 
him.” . 

‘‘And are you willing to be punished for that 
big boy?” 

‘Yes, sir, if he’s bad iy =. 

“Then come in,” said the Superintendent, 
looking to the door; and the big boy, with down- 

cast face, walked across the room. He was 
thinking as he walked, ‘‘I know I’m a bad boy, 
but I’m not so bad as that. Tl never let that 
llittle fellow be punished for me—never!” I 
think God had put that thought into the big 
boy’s mind. He was graciously helping Tom’s 
work as the surety. - 

As the children were leaving the school, the 
Superintendent saw this big boy and little Tom 
walking and talking together. He said to him- 
self, ‘I am afraid that boy wa do Tomharm I 
must go and look after them.’ 

When he reached the cottage where Tom lived, 
he said to the mother, ‘‘ Where is your son 
Tom?” 

“O, he is just gone up stairs with a great boy 
that he brought with him. I don’t know what 
they are doing.” 

‘May I go up?” 

‘“O yes, sir.” . 

The Superintendent went slowly and gently 
up the stairs, and as he reached the top he could 
see through the door that Tom and the big boy 
| were ‘kneeling together. He soon heard Tom’s 

‘QO Lord, make this boy that has 
been the worst boy in the school, O Lord, make 


| him the best boy.” 


The Superintendent kneeled by Tom’s side, 


and they all prayed together. 
‘‘We would take him back if we could secure | 


God heard them. The big bad boy became 
one of the best boys inthe school. God raised 
up friends for ‘‘Ragged Tom,” who put him to 


ischool, and after that sent him to a missionary 
college. 


He is now a missionary, and is preach- 
ing tothe Africans about Jesus, who became the 
| surety for sinners.—Church Union. 


me Onn 


Tae Licuts In trae Tunne..—I was travel- 


‘ling upon a road which I had never passed over 
| before. 


There was a long train of cars crowded 
In the afternoon, while there 
yet remained an hour of daylight, I noticed the 
We journeyed on, 
and I watched their faint glimmering flames; 


_ scarcely could they be distinonished 3 in the bright 


light of day. I wondered why they were lighted 
'so early. Suddenly we passed into darkness. 
‘Then the lights shone with a strong, steady ray. 


Si 





@ 


How dependent we were upon them! 
be possible they were the same flames which a 
few minutes before burned so dimly? Yes, they 
were the same, only brought into view by the 
surrounding gloom. 

How like God’s promises, I thought. When 
the sun of prosperity shines upon us, we may 
greatly undervalue them. But when adversity 
and affliction enclose us with thick shades of 
night, our faith bursts into a strong and steady 
flame, and chases away the darkness and gloom 
of despair. We feel how weak and feeble we 
are. We cannot take one step without the light 
which comes from above to guide our wandering 





feet. Our souls rest upon God’s promises as our 
only hope. Without them we should be in deep- 
est night. Let us have true and living faith, 


‘and we may rest secure that when we need its 
cheering ray it will not desert us, but become a 
burning and shining light to guide us on our 
journey to the promised haven of rest. 





ee 


LETTERS AND EXTRACTS. 


From HELEN ROBERTSON. 

Bro. Storrs: We are certainly living in won- 
derful times, and not the least wonderful part is, 
we see the word of God so visibly fulfilled with 
regard to the Jews. I have been reading a pam- 
phiet lately, of their history during the last eight- 
een hundred years. Almost every nation in-the 

. world, has tried its utmost to exterminate them, 
but they have lived through it all, Jews as much 
‘as ever, The set time to favor them has truly 
come. God is doing it all, still He tells them, ‘‘I 
do it not for your sakes, O house of Israel, but 
for my holy name’s sake.” How true! Israel’s 
still uncompleted guidance is the grandest poem 
of all time! : 

I made a statement in my article published in 
the June No., which I wish to correct. For 
some reason I did not notice it. Speaking of 
God’s promise that He will remember the people 


and remember the land, I say, ‘‘ When will He | 
When they turn to Him with | 


remember them? 
the whole heart.” 
The word is plain on this point. God eaused 
them to be led captive into all nations because 
of their sins, and there He remembers them and 
says, ‘‘I will take you from among the heathen, 
and gather you out of all countries, and will 


Could it | t 
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will be your God.” ‘‘The days come, saith the : 
Lord, that it shall no more be said, The Lord liv- 

eth, that brought up the children,of Israel out of 

the land of Egypt. But the Lord liveth, that 

brought up the children of Israel from all lands 

where He had driven them. I wilt send for 

many fishers, and they shall fish them; and for 

many hunters, and they shall hunt them; and I 

will bring them again into their land that I gave 

to their fathers.” There they are to look on Him 
whom they have pierced. Lord hasten it in thy 
own time. 

Wisconsin. 





Mrs. James A. Barnry, Conn., writes: As 
I received to-day $2, for washing, I will send it 
to you right off, lest something else might come 
up that I might want, and you would not get it: 
Wearied with my week’s work, I laid down to 
rest, and I thought of the Brsyz ExaMINER and 


said to myself, ‘‘ Why. not send the $2 to Bro. 


Storrs?” J rose and took my pencil, and here is 
the money. I do praise God for this new light 
that is now shining on the revealed word of God. 
I am continually searching the Word: it never 
seemed so clear as now; and though we are ‘‘ rep- 
robates”” to some of the Adventists around here, 
yet the Word of God keeps us company. 
Twenty-one years ago I fell in love with the 
mercy of God. From my earliest childhood the 
blessed Jesus wrought so on my mind as to cause 
me, at six years of age, to long to be a Christian. 
But, Oh! the thought of the endless ages of woe 
to those who knew not God filled me with horror! 
| When the bell tolled for the death of any one, I 
would ask my godly mother, ‘‘ Were they Chris- 
'tians?” If she said, ‘‘No,;” off I went alone; 
and while the tears would flow, my imagination 
| would picture their agony, and almost hear their 
shrieks fof help, and no help! I thought it was 
a solemn thing to live; and I had such exalted 
views too of a holy, and sinless life, and seeing 
'so much in myself of the opposite character, I 
did wish I had never been born; why could I 
not have been a bird, beast, or insect, so that 
| death would be the end of me? But, no; I was 
an accountable being and must meet God, the re- 
‘Jentless being! I cannot begin to describe my 
anguish. When, in after years, I heard the Ad- 
_vent faith, I took my Bible, and began at Gene- 
another convinced me_ 





sis; and one thing after 


bring you into your own land. Then will I sprin- of ifs truth, and I fell in love with the mercy of 


_kle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: \ 
from all your filthiness, and from all your idols 1 ‘that Book has not grown old, like other things; 
will cleanse you. A new heart also I will give.| but, better and better. Spiritualism tried to over 


|God: and though years have come and gone, 
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throw my faith, and once nearly cost me my life; 
persecution has cast its envenomed darts at mc, 
and I, like David, cried night and day unto God ; 
for, my feet well nigh slipped. Pray for me, 
that God may seal me His. 

Since writing the foregoing, we_have received 
the August Examiner, which tell us you have 
sent it hitherto, gratis; for which, after all the 


good and comfort that we have received, a} 


‘‘thank you,” will not satisfy us, if it does you. 
No, as long as we can earn anything, ‘and are well, 
consider us your life subscribers. But if sick- 
ness, poverty, and keen want, star@ us in the 
face, and you feel that ‘‘it is more ‘blessed to 
give than to receive,” we will, with thankful 


connected with the first-fruits, (as the apostle 
‘James says, ‘‘ We are a kind of first-fruits’’), be-_ 
come the associate kings and priests with Christ ; 
they are ‘‘the Bride, the Lamis wife,” to be 
sharers in His glory, in and “f ‘‘the ages to 
come:” for which I am praying and patiently 
waiting. ‘ 

S. §. Cann, Iowa, writes: Opposers find we 
have more Scripture to sustain us than they had 
supposed, and they are yielding to the evidence 


not meet us to investigate fairly and honestly. 
Thanks be to God who giveth us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. I do not care 


hearts, receive. J would sooner cease to eat than | to have any controversy for the sake of the mas- 
that new found light should cease to beam on our tery. No, no; but for the truth’s sake, und to 


pathway: and we are striving to emit light to 
others on this more than blessed way; and it is 
spreading, gladdening other homes besides our 
own. This yeat’s Examiners, though we would 
have been so glad to have keptthem, are scattered 
miles apart; and it is uncertain as to our ever be- 
ing able to collect them again. But as there is 
a power of good in every seed of Divine truth, 
so we pray that it may leaven the whole lump. 
May the Lord, out of his rich treasure house, 
bless all; both Editor and Printer, correspond- 
ents, and dear old Sister Pitts, is our prayer. 
August 1%, and 17, 1876. 





‘Cuartes A. Hasrines, Springfield, Mass., 
writes: I regard the BrsLe ExAMINER as the 
best periodical I take. It seems to strike me 
nearer the truth, as I understand it, than any 
of the others; as God's love extends to all the 
world, and He is no respecter of persons and it 
is necessary for all to know Him, ‘‘ the only true 
God and Jesus Christ, whom He hath sent,” to ob- 
tain eternal life. If they have not had that 
‘knowledge clearly in this life, I cannot oppose 
the thought of their living again to receive it: 
yea, more, God’s love covers that result. We 
who have formerly believed that no one would 
live from the dead but those who had in this hfe 
received the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, ! 
think were in error. There are only feo BIRTHS 
brought to view in the Scriptures, the natural 
and the spiritual, and Christ is the first born from 
the dead,—the first-fruits of them that slept ;— 
He was not the jirst one who lived again after 
having once fallen in death; this was not called a 
bitth: hence, there may be, yea, it seems there 
must be many who will diveagain. They who are 
born from the dead receive a spiritual birth: thisis 
immortal, incorruptible, eternal life; ‘‘and this 
life is in His Son:” and those who thus come in, 





presented. Some are stubborn; but they dare . 


give light, and to help others I will do it cheer- 
fully. 0, it is comforting to know God is no 
respecter of persons. Bless His holy name for 
the assurance He has given. We can look up to 
him now without feeling that He is a tyrant and 
de&pot; but as to a benevolent benefactor. 
Praise His name forever and ever. 


A man, in Minnesota, to whom the ExAMINER 


was sent the past volume, wonders who sent it, 
or where it came from. He says, it is a welcome 
visitor, and he thanks the donor for it, and sends 
$2 to pay for this volume and says, he will sub- 
scribe for it another year soon as possible. 





ABEL Roprnson, Kansas, writes: I feel thank- 
ful that you intend still to publish the Brae Ex- 
AMINER. Ido love it. We do not see alike in 
some things; still, I believe we are one in spirit. 
I do rejoice in the light and consolation its teach- 
ings have brought to my mind. I rejoice that 
the Son of David is not only the Saviour of those 
who hearand obey now, but that * in due time” 
all shall hear the good news. I shall always 
remember the love to God, and the rejoicing that 
sprang up within me, some years ago, by these 
glad tidings brought to me by some old Examr- 
NERS sent to my wife’s father, from Mrs. P. Pitts. 
How men can oppose these plain teachings of 
the Bible I cannot see. I find but few who feel 
the importance of knowing the truth: they can- 
not leave the traditions of men for God’s truth. 
I hope nothing more may befail them than that 
they may be saved, ‘‘though as by fire.” My 
thanks are due you as Editcr, to the writers, and 
to all who assist you in sending forth the BrsLe 
Examiner. Lhope.G. R. Leperer will still fa- 
vor us: his expositions are joyfully received. 





August, 1876. 





Dr. R. Wiiuarp, New Jersey, writes: It may 
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Ke proper ~ that the aged have ‘a word we testi- 
mony, setting forth God’s goodness through per- 
sonal experience in former life. - 


raphy; and yet God’s leadings are always full of 
instruction if we heed them. In reviewing the 
past, I think I see His gentle guidings in all the 


way; and especially in these last days of religious | 


scramble. My incentives have been great, mer- 
cenarily, (while in Mexico), to embrace Catholo- 
cism, and to avail myself of many vague specu- 
lations but through mercy Iam this day untram- 


meled (as I hope) of spurious and hurtful ‘‘ isms:” 


and, having found favor of God, hope to grow in 


- grace and knowledge of thetruth asitis in Je- 


sus: Amen. Through Divine favor, I have passed 
my 82d year; and life isstillsweet. Ohthe won- 
ders of His grace, and the counsels of His will; 
as they develope, they magnify His wondrous 
love! How rich the doctrines set forth, from 
time to time, in the ‘‘ Examiner.” Let the fiery 
pillar guide, I pray. 

August 20, 1876. 

Se 

J. D. SHERIDAN, Iowa, writes: I hope you may 
have strength and material aid given that shall 
enable you to continue the Brau ExaMIneER; for 
I feel it would be a great loss to me to be with- 
out its visits. Iam still resting with entire and 
implicit confidence on the word and promises 
of Israel’s God, that in and through the Seed of 


Abraham all the families of the earth will be | 


blessed in the coming ages, and dispensations of 
God’s love and mercy which He has made known 
to us by giving His Son to be ‘‘a propitiation for 
our sins, and not ours only, but for the sins of 
the whole world.” Ob may the Father of mer- 
cies hasten the glad day when every member of 
the body of Christ—the promised Seed—shall be 
perfected by a resurrection out from among the 
dead; so that ‘‘the groaning creation itself,” 
may be ‘‘ delivered fromthe bondage of corrup- 
tion into the glorious liberty of the children of 
God.” Yours, in the hope of Israel, and in the 
patient waiting for God’s Son from heaven. 





Wn. VALENTINE, late of Albany, N. Y., now 
in Conn., writes: Since-I came here, on the 14th 
of Sept., my wife died at Fishkill Landing, at. 
her sister’s, and I was so feeble in health I could 
not attend her funeral. We had lived together 
37 years. Her faculties by epileptic fits, had re- 
sulted in her becoming a monomanic, and fied 
from meimagining me herenemy. No one with- 
out this experience can begin to conjecture my 


| grief : 


-Your periodi-. 
cal is too precious to encumber with auto-biog- | 
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Now, all in the world is nophitig:t to me: 
all looks dark, lonely and dreary. Yet, God is 


with ne, and scourgeth every son whom He re- 
ceiveth; for which, as well as all the good I 
_ have received from His hands, I still praise his 
holy name. Brethren, pray for me. 





_ Exp. H. Rockwett, Conn., writes: I bless the 
Lord that through you as the agent and the 
EXAMINER as the instrument, and the entrance 
of the word, which is light, an oppressive cloud 
of theological doubt and diff culty has been re- 
moved from the dark horizon of my vision; so 
that, as formerly, I saw ‘‘men as trees walking,” 
now I see clearly. 
am mistaken, I will ever praise God for the sweet 
peace already given, and count it one of my com- 
fortable mistakes. May the Lord help us to 
search the Scriptures; for in them we think we 
have eternal life. 


Gro. H, WaAvrERHOUsE, Lynn, writes: I can 
say, without a doubt, the interest in the work of 
Christ and his saints, in ‘‘the ages to come,” is 
on the increase. I think nearly all our subscrib- 
ers (over 30) willrenew. I wish I had the means 
to have all that you. and Bro. Bishop have writ- 
ten on ‘‘ Hatalism” put into a tract. I would 
scatter them widely. Ido not think that we in 
Lynn, have done as much as we ought to support 
the Examiner. I know it is ‘‘ hard times,” but 
I will give $— for its support the year to come, 
and more ifI can. If all the friends of the Ex- 
AMINER will do what they can, by the help of the 
Lord, it will be sustained. | 





W. H. Barnes, Missouri, writes: I am still 
alive. To God be thanks. My health is only 
sufficient fo allow me to sit up a short time at 
once. God bless the efforts made in the Examr- 
ner for the honor of His name. I would try to 
contribute something to its columns, but poor 
health and crippled hands will hardly permit it. 
My prayer is, that God may bless and prosper it, 
| and strengthen, nerve, and protect its Editor un- 
til He shall say, Thy mission is donc, rest till the 
crown is given. Praise God for the light He 
-has been and is shedding on our world. | Your 
brother in hope of life when our LIFE-GIVER 


| comes. 
| 








$.-Barrey, Kansas, writes: I do not see how 
| T can do without the EXAMINER. 
comes laden with precious thoughts on the re 


of our blessed Saviour on David’s throne, O 








If it should finally prove l 
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shall fill the earth, and all shall know Him from 
the least to the greatest, and peace and joy be 
the common lot of man: when sin shall be made 
to cease; and man live in harnony with his ma- 


_ Ker, co-operating with the blessed Saviour in | 


carrying out the great plan of salvation in the 
ages to come; the earth restored to her Eden 
state, and new glories shall be unfolded to our 
enraptured vision. Glory to God inthe highest; 
on earth peace and good. will to men. 


: x 
Wm. H. Smrru, Ohio, writes: I have been a 
reader of the Brste Examiner for four years; 
and can truly say, it has been as a light shining 
in a dark place, with the different theories with 
which I have been surrounded, while sake af- 
ter truth. It has been a lamp to my feet and a 
light to my path; and I sincerely hope it may be 
continued, and that others may be led to see the 
goodness and mercy of God to a fallen race. 





_ Our aged Bro. Rockwen writes me, that my 
old and tried friend Gro. Storer, of New Brit- 
tain, Conn., has ‘‘fallen asleepin Jesus.” So 
one after another of our tried ones are taken from 
us by the hand of death: but the hand of the 
REDEEMER will restore them in ‘‘due time.” 
Then sorrow will be turned into joy. 


: OB 


THE DEIst AND THE QUAKER.—A GAY young 
man, travelling in a stage coach in London, 
forced his deistical sentiments on the company 
by attempting to ridicule the scriptures; and 
among other topics, made himself merry with the 
story of David and Goliath, strongly urging the 
impossibility of a youth like David being able to 
throw a stone with sufficient force to sink into 
the giant’s forehead. On this. he appealed to 
the company and particularly toa grave Quaker 
gentleman, who sat. silent in the corner of the 
stage. ‘‘Indeed, friend,” replied he, ‘I do not 
think it at all improbable, if the Philistine’s 
head was as soft as thine.” This grave rebuke 
reduced the young man to silence. —Selected. 
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‘The Editor’s Post Office Address. 
- Let all Correspondents be careful, hereafter, to 
address me as follows: 
GEO. STORRS, 
72 Hicks Street, 
| Brooktiyn, N. Y. 
All ‘* Postal Money Orders.” sent me, should 
be drawn on Brooklyn, N. ¥. . 





_. Letrers REcEIvED ro SEpr. 26. 


The acknowledgement of Letters, under this 


| head, is a receipt for whatever is said to be en- 


closed, unless we state to the contrary. 


L. Von Eschen, George P. Blackwell, L. H. - 


Whitney, Isaac 8. Small, Henry Shedd, C. A. 
Hastings, Lucy W. Shaw, Wm. H/ Smith, S. C. 
Kemp, Edward Elliot, Sally DiJingham, 8S. W. 
Bishop, Timothy Wright, Lucrétia B. Lamb, R. 


|R. Gaither, 8. Battey, Julia A. Abbe, J. W. Dye, 


W. K. Everson, D. Calkins, Henry Dunbar, 8S. 
S. Call, Abby A. Perry, W. H. Barnes, T. T. 
Jenks, L. 8. Montrose, Willis Jones, Timothy L. 
Robbins, M.. K. Chandler. 


PARCELS SENT TO SEPT. 26. 


Lucinda H, Whitney, Timothy Wright, R. R. 
Gaither, 8. Battey, T. L. Robbins, Wm. E. Cas- 
well. . 
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The Bible Examiner is a Monthly Magazine. 

Terms, $2 per year, in advance. 

Subscribers Mames should be written very plain. Do 
not neglect this. It is. utterly impossible sometimes to 
decipher names, and mistakes must occur in conse- 
quence. As to their Address, give simply the name of 
the Post Office and State. All communications should 
be addressed to 


GEO. STORRS, 7 2-Hicks St., BROOKLYN, N.Y, 








PAMPHIL E eS: 

A VINDICATION OF THE GOVERNMENT OF GOD OVER 
THE CHILDREN OF MEN: or, ‘* The Promise and Oath 
of God to Abraham.’’ By Geo. Storrs. A Pamphlet 
of 72pages. Price, single copy, 15 cts.; 4 copies, 50 cts. 





‘*Gop Is Love.”? A Sermon by Geo. Storrs; par- 
tially revised, and an article on ‘The Past and the 
Present ’’ is substituted for the ‘* Reminiscence ’’ of the 
former edition. Price, 5 cts.; 10 for 40 cts. 





DEVIL—SATAN—DEMONS. An investigation snow- 
ing what these terms properly imply, and their relation 
to Temptation and Transgression. Scripturally and 
Rationally Considered. By Geo. Storrs. 48 pages, 
with cover. Price, 10 cents; $1 per dozen. 





THE DIVINE DISPENSATIONS: or, The Divine Plan 
in the Government of Our Race. By Geo. Storrs. This 
isa pamphlet of 64 pages, with cover. Don’t fail to 
read it. Price, 10 cents; $1 per dozen. 





THE ESSENTIAL BAPTISM. 


By Geo. Storrs, 
octavo. Price, 10 cents. 


30 pp. 


‘‘Hopg FoR Our Race. or, Gospel to the 
Church and World. God's Government Vindicated. 
By Exp. JAcosB Briain, Buffalo, N. Y.” <A val- 
uable work of 192 pages. Price, 30 cents: post- 
age 4 cents; at wholesale, 25 per cent off. Ad- 





‘dress him as above. 





[n° No more ‘‘ Bipte Examiner Tracts” can 


be furnished till funds are received to print 
them. 
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